
The Franklin City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall located at 70 E. Monroe Street.  In order for an individual and/or agency to be 
considered for new business on the agenda, this reservation form and supporting documents must be 
received in the Mayor’s office no later than 12:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before the meeting. 

AGENDA RESERVATION REQUEST 
CITY OF FRANKLIN  
COMMON COUNCIL  
Please type or print 
 

Date Submitted: May 15, 2013 Meeting Date: May 20, 2013 
 

Contact Information:  

Requested by: Krista Linke 
 
On Behalf of Organization or Individual: Economic Development Commission 
 
Telephone: 317-736-3631 
Email address: klinke@franklin.in.gov 
Mailing Address: 70 E. Monroe St., Franklin, IN 46131 
 

Describe Request: 

Economic Development Fee Allocation 
 
 

List Supporting Documentation Provided: 

Memo from Krista Linke 
Minutes from the May 14th EDC Meeting 
Proposals from Franklin Heritage and Discover Downtown Franklin 
 

Who will present the request? 

Name:  Krista Linke Telephone: 317-736-3631 
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Memorandum 

 

To: City Council 

From:  Krista Linke, Community Development Director 

Date: May 15, 2013 for the May 20, 2013 Meeting 

The following agencies were given the opportunity to submit proposals to the EDC for consideration of 
the Economic Development Fee: 
 

a. Franklin Heritage, Inc. 
b. Discover Downtown Franklin, Inc. 
c. Franklin Chamber of Commerce 
d. Franklin Development Corporation 
e. Johnson County Development Corporation 

 
Proposals were received from Franklin Heritage and Discover Downtown Franklin.  Please review each 
proposal following this memo. Representatives from each organization will be asked to attend the May 
20th City Council meeting in order to answer any questions the City Council members might have.  
 

Some background information for your consideration: The County Auditor’s Office failed to include the 
Economic Development Fee on 2011 pay 2012 tax bills for all companies that have agreed to them. They 
have since corrected this error and have billed companies for a total of $7,704.75. Due to this error, the 
EDC and City Council will be asked how to allocate fees collected twice in the calendar year 2013. The 
attached proposals are for the 2011 pay 2012 amount of $7,704.75. Organizations will be asked to 
submit proposals again at the end of this year. The estimated amount collected for 2012 pay 2013 is 
$18,717.10.  
 
The fees have been split equally between Franklin Heritage and Discover Downtown Franklin in the past.  
 
12/30/2010         Franklin Heritage                               $905.89 
12/30/2010         Discover Downtown Franklin       $905.89  
 
6/30/2011            Franklin Heritage                               $863.98 
6/30/2011            Discover Downtown Franklin       $863.98 



 

 

 
12/29/2011         Franklin Heritage                               $1,952.90 
12/29/2011         Discover Downtown Franklin       $1,952.90 
 
The EDC voted at their May 14th meeting to forward a recommendation to City Council to allocate 
$4,000 to Franklin Heritage and $3,304.75 to Discover Downtown Franklin. Draft minutes of the May 
14th EDC meeting are attached for your reference. City Council makes the final decision. The EDC also 
recommended that each year the organizations make proposals to receive the funds and the decision 
will be made on a yearly basis. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions before the meeting on May 20th.  
klinke@franklin.in.gov 
(317) 736-3631 
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MINUTES 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 

May 14, 2013 
 
Members Present: 
John Ditmars    President 
H. Lee Hodgen    Vice-President 
Tony Wellings    Secretary 
Ken Austin    Member 
 
Members Absent: 
Jake Sappenfield   Member 
 
Others Present: 
Rob H. chafstall    Legal Counsel 
Krista Linke    Director of Community Development 
Jaime Shilts    Recording Secretary 
 
Call to Order: 
John Ditmars called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Lee Hodgen made a motion to approve the March 26, 2013 minutes and April 9, 2013 minutes 
as presented. Tony Wellings seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Economic Development Fee Proposals: 
 
Discover Downtown Franklin: Megan Hart, Discover Downtown Franklin, stated they would use 
the fee for operating expenses and are requesting the full amount of $7,704.75.  They have two 
fundraisers now, the BBQ contest (Smoke on the Square) and they started a Beer and Bluegrass 
festival in 2012 with the Johnson County Museum.  They received $100,000 from the FDC over a 
three year period for operating costs, with $20,000 being received in December of 2012. It was 
their last installment from the RDC. Mr. Ditmars questioned where the remaining money would 
come from.  Ms. Hart stated that it would come from the annual fundraisers and also from some 
potential corporate sponsorships. 
 
Franklin Heritage: Rob Shilts, Franklin Heritage, Inc., stated they are applying for the economic 
development fee for a partial amount of $3,000 for a digital projector. The total cost is around 
$8,000.  He does have a 1 for 1 donor match lined up for cost of the projector. The projector 
would not be something that is used on an everyday basis but for the preshow advertising and 
special events such as the Heartland Film Fest. 
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Ms. Linke stated that the Board will need to decide on the recipients of fee again at the end of 
the year as the second disbursement will be made by year’s end. Organizations that are involved 
in economic development are eligible to receive the fee.  There are five in Franklin that can 
apply.   
 
Mr. Austin stated he would like to split the numbers between the two entities.  Discussion was 
held on how to split the money. It was decided that since FHI has a donor ready to match funds 
they could receive half the amount they need from the EDC fees. 
 
Ken Austin made a motion to give FHI $4,000 and the balance of $3,704.75 to DDF.  Tony 
Wellings seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
None 
 
Other Business: 
Ms. Linke stated that Nitrex will be before the Board in June for an amendment on their 
completion date and their abatement amount. 
 
Adjournment:  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  Respectfully submitted this 11th 
day of June, 2013.  
 
 
 
             
John Ditmars, President     Tony Wellings, Secretary                
























































