	Common Council Minutes

November 21, 2011



	City of Franklin

COMMON COUNCIL
	City Council Chambers
70 E. Monroe St. 
Franklin, Indiana 46131

	Monday, November 21, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m.

	Presiding Officer:
	Mayor Fred Paris

	
	

	Members Present:
	Dr. William T. Murphy, President

	
	Mr. Joseph Abban    

	
	Mr. Joseph Ault

	
	Mr. Kenneth W. Austin

	
	Mr. Stephen D. Barnett

	
	Mrs. Ann Gordon

	
	Mr. Stephen D. Hougland

	
	

	Also Present:


	City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall, Clerk Treasurer Janet Alexander and Clerk Treasurer’s Assistant Kristi Bruther



Mayor Paris opened the meeting and asked the Clerk-Treasurer to call the roll. Dr. Murphy offered the invocation, which was followed by a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Consent Agenda 

Mayor Paris presented the consent agenda for approval. 
· Approval of the November 7, 2011 Common Council Minutes 
Mr. Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Abban, made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. The motion carried and the consent agenda was approved.
Old Business

Public Hearing Adoption on Budgetary Ordinance 11-10 for JAG Byrne Grant 
Police Chief Tim O'Sullivan requested approval of Budgetary Ordinance 11-10: JAG Byrne Grant. He explained that the monies will be used to purchase new equipment for training. He also explained that he plans to ask the Board of Public Works and Safety to permit him to change vendors.  Mayor Paris opened the public hearing on the budgetary ordinance and asked if anyone from the public wished to comment on the proposed additional appropriation. No one spoke up. The public hearing was closed. Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Abban, made a motion to read the ordinance aloud by title only. The motion carried. Mayor Paris read Budgetary Ordinance 11-10 aloud by title only. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault, made a motion to approve Budgetary Ordinance 11-10. A voice vote was taken with all members stating Aye.  No members stating Nay. The motion carried and Budgetary Ordinance 11-10 was approved and signed. 
New Business 
Resolution 11-08 A Resolution Granting a Tax Abatement for Tippmann Realty Partners

Planning Director Krista Linke introduced Jason Bransteter of Tippmann Realty Partners. She explained that Tippmann has requested a10-year tax abatement on the next three phases for real property and 7-year tax abatement for personal property. The company previously had been granted real property tax abatements for each of their three (3) expansion phases.  The Economic Development Commission issued a favorable recommendation for a 10-year real property and a 7-year personal property, by a 3-2 vote.  The area has been declared an Economic Revitalization Area (ERA), which allows the request for abatement to be considered and approved in one meeting.  A discussion was held. Mr. Jason Bransteter provided the Council with a presentation outlining the accomplishments of the company and the planned expansion. He stated that the facility employs 145, and the capital investment in the facility has been $46,000,000. The proposal is to expand the existing cold storage warehouse and distribution center facility with three additions identified as Phases 4-6. Each phase will be 140,000 square feet expansion and each phase will generate 25 new jobs and each phase will include a capital investment of $13,000,000. Phase 4 is to begin in 2012. The planned total investment should be equal to $39,000,000 creating 73 total new jobs. Council members Barnett, Austin and Abban asked Mr. Bransteter to agree to the inclusion of the Economic Development Impact Fee. A discussion was held. Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Ault, made a motion to read the proposed resolution by title only and to amend the Resolution by striking the word “whether” in clauses 1-4. Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Abban, made a motion to approve the amendment. The motion carried. Mayor Paris read Resolution 11-08 aloud by title only.  Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mrs. Gordon, made a motion to approve the resolution as amended. A voice vote was taken with all members stating Aye.  No members stating Nay. The motion carried and Resolution 11-08 was approved and signed.

Announcements, Presentations & Council Member Comments
City resident Paul Paris appeared before the Council and stated that he owns property adjacent to the Tippmann property and requested that the lighting be in compliance with the ordinance and that the use of Road 525 be limited. 

Clerk-Treasurer Janet P. Alexander requested guidance on the requirements to be written into the ordinance authorizing one time payments to employees as approved during the budget adoption process. This onetime payment was dubbed the “Employee Incentive Program” (EIP) and $1800 for each full time employee was authorized during the budget adoption process. During the budget hearing it was agreed that this payment would be made to full time employees who worked the entire year of 2011 and would be issued in January of 2012.  The Clerk Treasurer requested feedback and direction from the Council particularly as it pertained to employees hired in January of 2011. Mr. Abban suggested that eligible employee’s names would have appeared on the first payroll of 2011. Mayor Paris stated that eligible employees should have been employed January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011. 
Council Member Steve Barnett inquired about the revised turn lane on US 31 by Enzo’s Pizza. Mayor Paris stated that this is a big issue but that it is a State Highway matter. Mr. Barnett also inquired about the installation of the pedestrian bridge behind Kroger.  Mayor Paris explained that the City is working through the issue with a water line in the City’s easement.  Mr. Barnett also asked about the renovations on the Cemetery Chapel and specifically the status of the requested grant application to the FDC to assist with renovations. Mayor Paris explained that he has refused to sign this grant application. Mr. Barnett also inquired about the RDC agenda item related to the property transfer. The City Attorney stated that this item is to discuss the right-of-way dedication and/or easements along these properties to assist with the Gateway Project design in the future. 
Adjournment

A motion and a second were made to adjourn.  As there was no further business to come before the Common Council, the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Monday, December 5, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk-Treasurer
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