CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

October 25, 2005
Opening
Mayor Jones-Matthews called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Mayor Jones-Matthews and board members Joe Ault and Steve Hougland were present.  Also present was Police Deputy Chief Steve Hood, Fire Chief Jim Reese, Street Supervisor Jackie Brockman, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Engineer Mike Buening, Planning Director David Weir, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Assistant Kristi Bruther.
An invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance were offered. 

Special Announcements
None made.
Consent Agenda 

Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the consent agenda items 

1. Minutes of the meeting held October 11, 2005. 
2. Approval of Claims presented by the Clerk Treasurer.

The motion carried and the consent agenda was approved.
Public Comments 

Resident Steve Davis, 1835 Longest Drive, appeared before the Board to request assistance from the City of Franklin in the repair of a drainage problem on his property. He indicated that the approximate cost of the repair is $2000.
Mike Buening confirmed the position of the resident, in which the ditch and swale are nonexistent and repairs are needed in order to fix the drainage problem. 
Mr. Hougland made a motion to authorize the City to pay $1,000 from the drainage line item to assist in the repair of the drainage problem at 1835 Longest Drive, Mr. Ault seconded the motion. The motion carried and the request was approved.

Presentations 

None offered.
Old Business 

Amended City of Franklin Random Drug & Alcohol Testing Policy - Tabled from August 9, 2005

Mayor Jones-Matthews presented the amended Random and Alcohol Testing policy for the City of Franklin employees. Mayor Jones-Matthews requested that the policy be put into effect January 1, 2006. Discussion held. The City Attorney has reviewed the amended policy and approved the changes. 
Mr. Ault made a motion to approve and adopt the policy as amended to be effective January 1, 2006, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved. 
New Business 
Request for a “Children at Play” sign in the area

Resident Tina Julbert, 1343 Pamela Dr., Franklin, did not appear before the Board.  Mayor Jones-Matthews deferred to the Street Department Supervisor, Jackie Brockman. Mr. Brockman reported that he had been in contact with the Indiana State Highway Department, in which he was informed that the state and federal government has encouraged the discontinuation of the requested sign. 

Mr. Hougland recommended that the Mayor’s office contact Ms. Julbert and explain to her the position of the federal and state government. A further recommendation was made that the Board discuss and review the status in regard to current “Children at Play” signs that are posted within the City at the next meeting. 
Request for a street light on Mallory Circle

Mr. Eric Hight appeared before the Board to request a street light on Mallory Circle. Mr. Ault requested clarification in regard to the type of light that was being requested and the number of homes on the cul-de-sac. Mr. Hight stated that there are currently six occupied homes, in which all residents are in favor of the street light. Mr. Hight presented a signed petition from the homeowners on the cul-de-sac to the Mayor. The Board requested time to allow the City Engineer to review the location and type of street light that would be appropriate. The matter was tabled until November 15, 2005.
Request to hold a parade of neighborhood children dressed up for Halloween
Resident Randall Higgins, resident of the Heritage Subdivision, phoned the Mayor’s office today to let the Board know that he would not be able to attend and requested that the item be removed unless another representative was present.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to remove the item from the agenda, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the request was removed.  
Recommended policy and procedure manual changes
Mr. Hougland made a motion to table the discussion of policy and procedure changes to the personnel manual until the November 15, 2005 meeting, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the request was tabled.
Other Business

Mr. Steve Huddleston appeared before the Board to express his concerns with children skateboarding in the streets around his business at the corner of Jackson and Jefferson. Mayor Jones-Matthews stated that this presents a safety concern throughout the City. Deputy Chief Hood informed the Board that the City currently has an ordinance regarding skateboarding within City limits. The Board requested that the police department review the ordinance and provide recommendations regarding enforcement. This matter was tabled and will be discussed at the November 15, 2005 meeting.  

Reports by Departments

Police Department
Deputy Chief Hood reported that he received a complaint from a resident in regard to the date and times for Trick-or-Treating. Deputy Chief Hood also requested clarification in regard to the parade in the Heritage Subdivision due to concerns regarding the Police Department’s overtime budget. The Board agreed that the request for the parade was not approved and the parade should not take place within the Heritage Subdivision.
Fire Department

Chief Reese updated the Board on the lack of funds being collected for Fire Medic Services and informed the Board that Central Indiana Billing is requesting that the contract be renewed. Chief Reese indicated that the contract has been submitted to the City Attorney for review and that the contract includes increases in fees. Mayor Jones-Matthews requested that the Board consider further steps in the collection process of these fees by forwarding the unpaid bills to a collection agency. Mr. Ault and Mr. Hougland agreed that they were in favor implementing additional measures to assist in the payment of fees due to the current financial situation of the City. The Board also recommended that the requests for waivers of fees be addressed on a case by case basis. Discussion held.

The Board authorized the City Attorney to obtain quotes from various collection agencies for their services in collecting these fees and propose changes to the current ordinance. Mr. Hougland also requested that the City Attorney contact Central Indiana Billing for an extension to the current contract in order to allow time to determine revised policy and procedure prior to entering into a new contract.  
Waste Water Treatment Plant

Mr. Rick Littleton, WWTP Superintendent stated that he had nothing to report. 
Engineering

City Engineer Mike Buening referred to his memorandum dated October 25, 2005 and reported on the following items:

1. East Interceptor Project 

Brackney started regrading disturbed areas 8/15/05 and is proceeding with final grading.  Mulched seeding has been placed on the disturbed yards.  The farm field repair is yet to be accomplished. 

Mark Brown, the farmer who tends the field east of Lovers Lane along CR 75S, has requested reimbursement for the loss of crops.  Mr. Brown lost the use of 6.5 acres. He advises his cash rent is $130 per acre which amounts to $845.00 Mr. Brown also advised that he wishes to be paid a total of $1000.00 due to his inconvenience with accessing the balance of the tract and for mowing tall weeds.  
The City Attorney stated that the request was reasonable and that he would recommend the Board to approve the request. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland, made a motion to pay Mr. Brown $1,000 for the rent of the land and his inconvenience. The motion carried and the request was approved. 

2. Jefferson Estates Commercial Subdivision

The performance guarantee for the project has a November 11, 2005 expiration date. The work covered by this bond has not been accomplished and the developer Al Stout is not returning phone calls.  A local paving contractor has advised that they plan to work on the project once weather is adequate. The engineer suggested that the Board should consider calling in the $28,000 guarantee.
Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the City Engineer’s recommendation to forward a letter calling in the $28,000 guarantee, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the request was approved. 

3. Franklin Community High School Sanitary Sewer

Sanitary sewer crossing Simon Road West of US 31 is proposed the week of 11/7/05 – 11/11/05. The contractor has requested closing the road and due to the proximity with US 31 will close the road only one night from 10:00 pm until 5:00 am. 

Weather permitting, November 7, 2005 will be the night that Simon Road will be  closed from 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. Mr. Buening confirmed that signs would be posted to notify the public. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault, made a motion to approve the road closure overnight during the week of 11/7/05 – 11/11/05.
 The motion carried and the request was approved.  

4. Indianapolis Regional Metropolitan Planning Organization 

The regional organization has submitted a request for local funding to be applied to the 2006 work elements.  Based upon population percentages the request is for $4839.00 for the general work program and $5642.00 for three items (Travel Demand Model, Land Use Study & Alternatives Analysis) related to the Rapid Transit Study. Other local jurisdictions have contributed funds and Mr. Mike Dearing has requested that the engineer propose this to the Board.

Mr. Buening requested that the money for the funding of this project be paid from the Board of Works Professional Services line item. Mayor Jones-Matthews recommended that the monies be paid from the 2006 budget. The Board requested time to consider the request and asked Mr. Buening to have the item placed on the agenda for the November 15, 2005 meeting. 
Planning Department 
Planning Director David Weir referred to his memorandum dated October 25, 2005 and reported on the following item:

Alley Vacation Request – Carole & Mark Graham
The Graham’s requested the City vacate a portion of an alley the length of 72’ and the width of 12’ located in between two parcels of land they own. The alley is un-improved and unused. The past policy has been for the Board to review the alley and make a recommendation to the City Council on whether or not to vacate the alley. A discussion was held. Mayor Jones-Matthews requested that the Sewer Department and Engineering Department review the alley and surrounding area and make a recommendation to the Board. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to table the matter. The motion carried and the matter was tabled until the November 15, 2005 meeting. 

City Attorney
Mr. Schafstall reported that Walnut Street resident Angela Turnmeyer thanked him and the Board for their action regarding the Andy Hensley drug case. She went on to say that the action taken made a huge difference and that the children are back to playing outside in the neighborhood. 

Board Members

Mr. Ault introduced his wife Pam Ault and stated that this is the 25th anniversary of their marriage. 
Mayor Jones-Matthews reported that a list of alternative sites for the animal shelter have been provided to Johnson County for the animal shelter task force to consider. 
Announcements

None

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on November 15 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by,

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 
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