CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2005
Opening
Mayor Jones-Matthews called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Mayor Jones-Matthews and board members Joe Ault and Steve Hougland were present.  Also present was Police Chief John Borges, Assistant Fire Chief Greg Nelson, Sewer Billing Office Manager Brenda Poe, Street Commissioner Richard Hughes, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Engineer Mike Buening, Planning Director David Weir, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Assistant Kristi Bruther. 

An invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance were offered. 

Special Announcements
None made.
Public Comments 
Mr. Edward Cotton, 1664 DeCourcy Court, appeared before the Board to present a petition from the residents of his neighborhood regarding the “no parking” signs recently posted on DeCourcy Court. He requested that the signs be moved from the south side of the street and placed on his side of the street, near his property due to ongoing problems with neighbors parking on his property. 
Mayor Jones-Matthews referred to a couple of emails that she had also received in which residents complained that no one from the City contacted homeowners prior to placement of the signs and that it was their opinion that the signs are not needed. The residents requested the opportunity to provide personal input on future situations similar to this. Discussion held. It was determined that the initial complaint originated from Mr. Brewer, in which the City Engineer and Police Department reviewed the entire area and posted signs as deemed necessary. 
Mr. Hougland requested that the Planning Department re-evaluate the current position of signs within this area due to the amount of requests from citizens. Mr. Ault concurred. The Board will review the recommendations from the department at the next meeting. 
Presentations 

Ms. Colleen Mason an account representative from Best Way Disposal Service reviewed August solid waste and recycling collection reports. Mr. Rick Littleton requested an update on the new trash collection units provided to residents on Jefferson Street.  Ms. Mason stated that they have received additional requests from other residents for these new units. The overall opinion is that the new units are beneficial. 
Consent Agenda 

Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the consent agenda items 

1. Minutes of the meeting held August 23, 2005 

2. Approval of Claims presented by the Clerk Treasurer.
The motion carried and the consent agenda was approved.
Old Business 

Recommendation by the Police Department regarding a request to erect stop signs at Franklin Lakes Boulevard and Lake Crossing Lane
Chief Borges presented a follow-up to the request for stop signs at Franklin Lakes Boulevard and Lake Crossing Lane and at the intersection of Lake Shore Drive and Orion Drive. Chief Borges recommended that the requested stop signs not be erected. Chief Borges also concurred with the previous decision of the Board on June 28, 2005 to not erect stop signs at the intersection of Lake Shore Drive and Orion Drive. The City Engineer concurred with this recommendation. Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Police Chief and City Engineer, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the request was denied.
New Business 
Michael Smith requesting a variance of the City ordinance regarding discharging of a firearm in City limits

Mr. Michael Smith appeared before the Board to request a variance to the City ordinance regarding the discharge of a firearm within city limits during the Cowboy Mounted Shooting Association’s promotional event.  The event will take place on October 8, 2005 at Matlock Ford starting at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the request to the variance to the City Ordinance subject to the weapon being inspected by a police officer prior to discharge to ensure public safety, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the request was approved.
Virginia Ferguson requesting stop sign in the alley of the 500 block between Adams and King

Mayor Jones-Matthews presented the request for the stop sign in the alley of the 500 block between Adams and King on the behalf of Virginia Ferguson. Discussion held. Chief Borges commented that the stop sign would not make the alley safer, due to the position of the shrubs. The consensus of the Department Heads and Board is that the shrubs need to be cut and/or sculptured rather than erecting stop signs, creating one-way street, adding speed bumps, etc. 

Mayor Jones-Matthews requested that the Planning Department contact the property owner to inform her of the Board’s request to cut/trim her shrubs. 
Julie Philebaum requesting “children at play” sign at Washington Street

Ms. Julie Philebaum was not present.    Mr. Hougland made a motion to table the request, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the request was tabled.

Pam Gibson requesting street closings and noise variance regarding Fall Festival
Ms. Pam Gibson speaking on behalf of the Parks and Recreation Department, requested street closings and a noise ordinance variance during the Fall Festival Friday, September 30th and Saturday, October 1st. The specific request as presented in writing to the Board of Works:
Friday, September 30, 2005 
Close North Main Street from Madison to Jefferson at 8:00 a.m. Remain closed until Sunday, October 2, at 11:00 a.m. Mobile Stage will be on Main Street near Willard.

4:00 p.m. Close West Court Street (small stage will be here). Remain closed until approximately 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 1, 2005.

Saturday, October 1, 2005

Close East Court Street, the City parking lot on Monroe Street at South end of E. Court., and the parking lot behind the Courthouse by 5:00 a.m. Vendors will begin setting up at 7:00 a.m. Also close Main Street from Madison to the J.C. Historical Museum (leaving drive through to First Indiana unobstructed) by 5:00 a.m. These areas will reopen at approximately 6:30 p.m on October 1, 2005. 

We request a noise variance for Friday, September 30 until 11:30 p.m. and on Saturday, October 1, 2005 until 11:30 p.m.

Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the request from the Franklin Parks and Recreation Department and all the logistics to make it work, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the requests were approved. 

Ms. Gibson also requested that the street sweeping wait until after midnight on Saturday, and that the Street Department be responsible for the trash pick up over the weekend. Ms. Gibson confirmed that trash receptacles from the Sewer Department would be provided and that she would hold parking positions for the Fire Department’s fire apparatus and ambulance. 
Jon Harness of Abundant Life Church of God requesting a variance from the noise ordinance on September 22, 2005

Mr. Ault made a motion to table the request, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was tabled.
Mary Medlicott requesting permission for picnic on cul-de-sac in the Franklin Park Village on September 24, 2005

Clerk Treasurer Assistant Kristi Bruther presented the request on the behalf of the Clerk Treasurer which requested permission for Mary Medlicott to host a picnic on the cul-de-sac in Franklin Park Village on September 24, 2005. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved.
DPW - ATAD improvements project
Mr. Littleton reported that the Department of Public Works is finally ready for Phase 3 and he requested that the board grant the Mayor permission to sign documents from Commonwealth Engineering on the Board’s behalf approving commencement of work on Phase 3. The documents have been reviewed and approved by City Attorney. Mr. Ault made a motion for the Mayor to sign on the board’s behalf, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the documents were signed.  
Fire Department - IFAC Call to Action
Assistant Fire Chief Greg Nelson presented the FEMA / DHS request for fire service emergency assistance. Requesting that 1,000 two-person firefighter teams from cities and towns throughout the United States respond to a call for assistance for a minimum of 30 days to help the citizens of the Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama affected by Hurricane Katrina. Chief Deputy Nelson reported that the current request for assistance has been met and no additional volunteers are needed at this time, however, the need may arise in the future. He stated that the Chief had a list of volunteers and would scrutinize the list carefully to determine the appropriate selection of volunteers.
Mayor Jones-Matthews reported that her direction to the Chief was that the maximum number that she would approve would be two 2 officers due to the current staffing situations. City Attorney Rob Schafstall reported that the Clerk Treasurer had stated that the State Board of Accounts would require a resolution enacting and approving the request. Mr. Schafstall indicated that he would be able to prepare this resolution on short notice. The Board of Works members requested that the Fire Department keep them informed as to whether additional volunteers are needed. 
Fire Department requesting street closure for 125th Fire Department Anniversary Celebration

Assistant Fire Chief Greg Nelson presented a request to close North Main Street between Madison and Jefferson Streets on October 8, 2005 from 6:00 a.m. until 11:30 p.m. for the 125th Fire Department Anniversary Celebration. The Board requested that the department contact business owners along North Main Street to receive their input about the street closing. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the request contingent on the notification of the business owners in which no major concerns are presented, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved.
Ground Lease for proposed Animal Shelter

Johnson County Commissioner Mitch Ripley appeared before the Board to request the Board of Works approval to lease City owned ground for a proposed animal shelter. Mayor Jones-Matthews stated that the property they are discussing is located near the Waste Water Treatment Plant and read a memo prepared by the late Mayor Blankenship in 2002 supporting this location for an animal shelter. The City Attorney reviewed the contract submitted and offered that he had the following revisions/requests:

1. Exhibits – schematic drawing, site plan 

2. Refine the language

3. City termination language 

4. Revisions to the portion that refers to the utilization of the back portion of the land

Mr. Schafstall also requested the Board’s permission to work with the County’s attorney to refine the contract and bring back a copy for consideration at the next meeting. Mr. Ripley introduced the Animal Shelter Director, Shawn Donovan. Discussion held. Mr. Ripley commented that the proposed crematorium will be ‘state-of-art’ and will be new so that property owners in the area would be unaware that the crematorium is even functioning. Mayor Jones-Matthews requested that the Journal direct citizens to the Mayor’s office with any concerns or thoughts on this matter. Mr. Donovan commented that he had contacted the Masonic Home and would forward future concerns or thoughts to the Mayor’s office. 
The City Engineer requested clarification that the Animal Shelter would be subject to the same site planning standards expected for all developments within the City. The Board concurred that the Animal Shelter would be subject to the same standards. The Board also concurred that this is an appropriate location and would move forward with the agreement subject to the revisions requested by the City Attorney. 
Other Business
None
Reports by Departments

Police Department

Chief Borges reported that the department has a vacancy in the dispatch department and requested permission to fill this position as soon as possible. Permission granted. 
Chief Borges also reported that the Police and Fire Departments raised $1,900 in donations for Hurricane Katrina Relief efforts over the past weekend. The money will be added to the county-wide effort. 

Fire Department
Assistant Fire Chief Nelson stated that the department had additional items to add to the auction list that will be presented by Mr. Littleton. Discussion held. 
Sewer Billing 

Mrs. Brenda Poe had nothing to report.
WWTP 
Mr. Littleton provided a follow-up to the installation of the warning sirens. The utilities were installed today and the vendor has tentatively scheduled the installation of the batteries and quiet ‘testing’ on Tuesday, September 20, 2005. The Board concurred that the City will run an ad in the Journal and Star South to give the public notice prior to full testing of the warning sirens. Mr. Littleton also reported that he had a citizen state that she is concerned about the audio level of the siren that is next to her home. Mr. Littleton reported that he would be present on site with her on the day the sirens are tested.
Mr. Littleton requested the Board’s permission to pay an invoice to Cinergy for $825.49 to pay for connecting electrical power to the six sirens. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved. 

City Engineer 

Mr. Buening presented the Board with a memorandum dated September 13, 2005 and referred to the following items:

1. 2005 Street Paving Program 
2. Homeowner Doug Bay, 751 Yandes Street, requested a reimbursement for 4 cubic yards of concrete that he placed at his residences. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the reimbursement of 4 cubic yards of concrete at the rate of $74 per yard. The motion carried and the request was approved.
3. INDOT meeting
Planning

Mr. Weir had nothing to report, but presented the Board with a written memo titled Board of Works Status Report dated September 13, 2005.
Street Department
Mr. Hughes reported that the new street sweeper would be delivered to the City Friday, September 16, 2005.
City Attorney

The City Attorney reported that Chief Borges had distributed the proposed fireworks ordinance to his officers, from which they received several good comments. Mr. Schafstall indicated that he would revise the ordinance to include the suggestions from the Police Department and with the blessing of the Board, forward the ordinance to the Common Council for the approval. The Board approved the request to make revisions and forward the fireworks ordinance to the council. 
Mr. Schafstall requested that the Board make a motion to extend Police Dispatcher Shawna Duke’s unpaid leave of absence for a third week, retroactive to last week, with her resignation being effective today. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved.
Mr. Schafstall reported that the City’s law suit against resident Cleo Mills has been filed and that Ms. Mills has retained attorney Tom Jones to represent her. He also reported that the Andy Hensley lawsuit is still pending and that it is his opinion that the problem has been resolved. However, he requested permission to keep the suit pending for a short period to verify that the problem has been completely resolved and to be certain that no additional problems may arise. The Board consented.  
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on September 27, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by,

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 
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