CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

June 14, 2005

Opening
Mayor Jones-Matthews called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Mayor Jones-Matthews and members Mr. Joseph Ault and Steve Hougland were present.  Also present was Police Chief John Borges, Fire Chief Mike Herron, Street Commissioner Richard Hughes, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Planning Director David Weir, City Engineer Mike Buening, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander. 

Approval of Minutes

Clerk-Treasurer Janet Alexander presented the minutes from the last meeting. Mr. Hougland seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the minutes as presented by the Clerk Treasurer. The motion carried and the minutes were approved. 

Approval of Claims

The following claims were submitted for consideration and approval. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the claims presented. The motion carried. 

	Docket Date
	Type
	Description
	Amount

	June 14, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #33296 - #33307
	$94,479.50

	June 14, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #33308 - #33452
	$218,880.38

	
	
	
	

	June 14, 2005
	Sewer
	Vendor Claims #7195
	$30.00

	June 14, 2005
	Sewer
	Vendor Claims #7197 - 7255
	$196,804.29

	
	
	
	

	June 14, 2005
	Civil City
	Pension / Payroll dated May 26, 2005
	$51,706.43

	June 14, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated May 27, 2005
	$255,023.14

	
	
	
	

	June 14, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated May 27, 2005
	$23,622.25

	
	
	
	


Public Comment

Mayor Jones-Matthews asked if anyone from the public wished to comment on matters not listed on the agenda. There were no comments made.

Mr. Fred Paris a Hillview Country Club Board Member asked the Board of Works for permission to hold a “weenie roast” and bon fire July 4 and again one day over the Labor Day weekend.  Chief Herron explained that all the Club needs to do is to pick up a burn permit, which are available at fire department headquarters. No action was required of the Board of Works.

Best Way Disposal account representative Ms. Colleen Mason provided the Board with a collection report for the previous month. Mr. Littleton requested several additional trash toters also known as waste wheelers, for the 4th of July Celebration to be delivered Friday July 1st.   Mr. Littleton updated the Board on progress relative to improving trash collection along Jefferson Street. He explained that a form letter has been prepared outlining the City’s plan to provide each household along Jefferson Street with a 90 gallon waste wheeler to facilitate quicker collections. 
 
OLD BUSINESS

Forsythe and King Streets  
Petitioner Sherri Carr contacted the City Engineer Mike Buening and told him that she has decided to attempt to address the problem on her own.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to strike, Mr.  Ault seconded the motion to strike. The motion carried and the matter was stricken from the agenda.
NEW BUSINESS

Acceptance of Maintenance Bonds for Cumberland Commons Section I

Mr. Jim Fischer speaking on behalf of the development company requested that the Board of Works accept the following maintenance bonds: 
1. Bond Safeguard Insurance Co. Bond #5016399 for monuments and signs in the amount of $1,240.00  

2. St. Paul Travelers Bond # 104480793 for Asphalt Surface in the amount of $8,050.00

He also requested that the performance guarantee for erosion control be reduced from $58,000 to $20,000 and asked the City to release the performance guarantees for: asphalt surface, drainage ditch, walking trail, street signs, monuments, landscaping, storm & sanitary punch, and access drive.
City Engineer Mike Buening recommended that the Board accept the proffered maintenance bonds, agreed that the performance agreements listed should be released, and that the erosion control bond may be reduced to $20,000.00 and be converted to a maintenance bond.  Mr. Ault made a motion to accept the recommendation of the City Engineer; this motion was seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and was approved. 

Request for additional stop signs and lower speed limits in the Windstar Subdivision
City resident Ms. Samantha Trueblood spoke to the Board Members asking that they agree to install additional stop signs and lower speed limits in the Windstar subdivision. Mr. John Trueblood passed out a prepared report outlining their specific requests.  A discussion was held. Chief Borges reviewed statistical reports documenting traffic speeds collected in April, May and June in the area. The Board members requested that the Planning Department, City Engineer, and the Police Department review the request and return with a recommendation at the next meeting. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to table acting on the request until the next meeting. The motion carried and the request for stop signs and reduced speed limits was tabled.
Request to Close 2 blocks of Monroe Street on 7/7/05 from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. for the dedication of Habitat for Humanity of Johnson County ceremony
The petitioner Clint Whitson contacted the Mayor’s office withdrawing his request from the agenda. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to strike. The motion carried striking the request from the agenda.

Reimbursement of Travel Expenses for Tom Tharpe from 5/8 – 5/13
Chief Mike Herron informed the Board that Firefighter Tom Tharpe had attended the River Rescue School in South Bend in May.  However, upon submitting receipts for reimbursement of his expenses, he was told by the Clerk Treasurer that $247 would not be reimbursed. 

In response, Clerk Treasurer Janet Alexander explained that there were several problems related to the reimbursement request from Mr. Tharpe. The first problem was that when she received the claims, there was no documentation submitted explaining why the City was responsible for the charges. It was implied that he had gone to training out of town but no documentation was provided. Also of the seven meal receipts submitted, only one was itemized. To remedy this she allowed Mr. Tharpe to submit menus from the establishments where he ate, as well as signed affidavits for each meal, supported by the non-itemized credit card receipt.  She also asked for a copy of the curriculum or class registration as verification of the business purpose of the class.

In addition to concerns about the meal slips, there were also questions about the lodging charges. The room rate was $119.00 per night for a studio suite for five nights and the receipt submitted stated that there were 3 occupants in the suite.  The hotel offers a government rate of $79.00 per night.  Furthermore the bill included charges for 6% state sales tax which would have been waived had he provided a tax exemption certificate and a 6% city tax.

Taking all of this into consideration the Clerk Treasurer had told Mr. Tharpe that she would be willing to reimburse him the difference between the government rate and the regular rate paid, which is the $247.00 amount the Chief mentioned.  A discussion was held. The Mayor asked Chief Herron to get more information about the other persons sharing the room and suggested that if it was other firefighters, they should pick up their portion of the charges.   

The Clerk Treasurer said that she also was given a charge slip for gasoline that should be reimbursed with the meal charges since the additional documentation was provided. Mr. Ault made a motion authorizing the Clerk Treasurer to reimburse charges for the meals and gasoline. The motion carried. 

Acceptance of Testing and Inspection Agreements for Legends Subdivision  
Attorney Stephen Huddleston appears on behalf of his client JMS Investments. Mr. Huddleston reviewed the developer’s subdivision plan and neighborhood amenities. He stated that the road construction will be according to City engineering standards although the roads would remain private. The sanitary system will also be private. The developer submitted three agreements Storm & Sanitary Inspection services - $8,100, Earthwork & Paving Inspection services - $9,000, and Earthwork & Paving Testing services - $9,900.
Mr. Buening recommended that the Board accept the three agreements. Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept the City Engineer’s recommendation and to approve and accept the three testing and inspection agreements for Legends Subdivision. Mr. Ault seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Acceptance of Final Plat for Walmart Plaza, Section 3 
The City Engineer informed the Board of Works that the proposed final plat has been submitted in acceptable form and that a performance bond has been requested to insure the developer’s payment toward a traffic signal at US 31 and Commerce Drive. Also he stated that the bond submitted has language that should be corrected prior to approval. He also explained that he has concerns about 2 drainage and utility easements, a public access easement, and sanitary sewer easements that need resolved to complete the previous developments at the site.  The engineer recommended that the Board table this request and delays taking any action until these items are corrected.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to withhold approval on all sites until all of the City Engineers concerns are resolved. Mr. Ault seconded this motion and the motion carried. Tabled.

OTHER BUSINESS

Discussion concerning employee identification cards 
Mayor Jones-Matthews asked the Chief of Police for his opinion about the current employee identification cards. Chief Borges explained that the Police Department has always had this form of an identification card and that the information contained, including the full social security number is needed. He further stated that because police officers are often required to travel throughout the United States using commercial airlines while carrying their service weapon that the social security number is needed. Chief Herron concurred with the opinion of the Chief of Police. Mr. Littleton stated that he discussed this question with Mitch Ripley and Mr. Ripley recommended that there should be a policy in place for employee identification cards. Mayor Jones-Matthews said that she agrees as long as the Police Chief is comfortable with  putting the officers full social security number.  She also stated that all city employees should have an identification card but that an employee number could be used rather than the social security number.  She also stated that there should be a policy and that the ID card should be returned at the end of employment. Mr. Hougland concurred with the Mayor.  The Mayor asked the Clerk Treasurer to supply employee numbers to Mr. Littleton to facilitate the replacement of all employee identification cards.  Mr. Ripley will be asked to develop a policy. Mr. Hougland made a motion to continue to issue Police and Fire Department identification cards according to existing standards and to also establish city wide employee identification cards. Mr. Ault seconded this motion. The motion carried. 

Renewal of JMI Mechanical Contract 
The City Attorney has reviewed the contract and does not object to approval. Mayor Jones-Matthews reviewed the contract and found it acceptable. Mr. Hougland made a motion seconded by Mr. Ault to approve the JMI Mechanical contract. The motion carried and the contact was approved. 
DEPARTMENT STATUS OF TASKS

Police Department

Chief Borges asked for direction from the Board as to the need to control the use of small-motorized vehicles used by children including motorized skateboards, and pocket rockets.  The Chief wants to develop an ordinance to control the use of these types of vehicles on city streets.  Discussion held.  The Chief will work with the City Attorney to develop a suggested ordinance. 

Fire Department

Chief Herron updated the Board on the condition of station 22. An engineering firm has been engaged to assess the structural integrity of the building due to extensive damage apparently caused by termites. Discussion held.  

WWTP

Superintendent Rick Littleton reported that Chief Herron, Mike Buening and he have identified six locations within City right-of-ways to place the new sirens. He has also met with Cinergy. One site identified will need a transformer. He also stated that a purchase order was issued for the purchase of the six sirens and we expect delivery in 6 to 10 weeks.  The installation of all six sirens will take four days. This is to allow them to install the poles, mount the sirens, and wire the sirens.  When electrical power is available, the technicians will return to test them. Mr. Littleton also reported that the sirens we purchased can be modified to operate on both AC power as well as on battery backup which is standard.  Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the purchase of 6 “transformer rectifiers” for $10,500 and to pay $315 for shipping. Mr. Hougland seconded the motion and the motion carried. Approved. 

City Engineer

City Engineer Mike Buening referred to his status report dated June 14, 2005 and reported that the anticipated repairs to the Eastview bypass have begun. He also asked whether the Board still supports the installation of underground conduit for electrical power along Jefferson Street from Walnut Street to the railroad tracks east of the Courthouse downtown. Mr. Hougland said that the Board still hopes that COFF money can be used to support this project.

Planning Department

Mr. Csikos had nothing to report.

Street Department

Street Commissioner Richard Hughes reported that he got an email from a resident of 525 East who complained that the new signs for “No Construction Traffic” are not working. The resident reported that construction vehicles are still using the roadway even though they have been instructed to use Bartram Parkway. 

Mr. Hughes also said that his department will begin mosquito fogging starting week.  

Clerk-Treasurer 

The Clerk Treasurer had no reports.

City Attorney

The City Attorney Rob H. Schafstall reported that City resident Virginia Ferguson filed a tort claim due to a tree falling on her house.  He also said that the East Jefferson Street tenants have been evicted. The Board agreed, by a collective head nod, that the problem has been resolved at that location.  The other action is still pending at this time.

Board Members

Mr. Ault stated that during the last rainstorm he went to Hamilton Avenue to check on the area where they had serious drainage problem. He stated that the storm sewer added by the City did not help and that the privately owned ditch is full of brush and debris.  

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on June 28, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 
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