CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2005

Executive Session 

The Board of Works met in City Hall Conference Room and held an Executive Session at 5:30 p.m. to discuss confidential personnel issues pursuant to Indiana Code 5-14-1.5-6.1 (b) (7) Board of Works Member Mr. Joseph Ault, Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander, David Weir and City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall attended. Discussion held. The executive session adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

Regular Meeting

Opening
Board Member Steve Hougland called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Members Mr. Joseph Ault and Steve Hougland were present.  Also present was Police Chief John Borges, Fire Chief Mike Herron, Street Commissioner Richard Hughes, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Planning Director David Weir, City Engineer Mike Buening, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander. Mayor Blankenship was absent. 

Approval of Minutes

Clerk-Treasurer Janet Alexander explained that she had made changes to the initial draft of the minutes of the April 26, 2005 meeting.  The Clerk summarized the changes made.  Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the minutes as presented by the Clerk Treasurer. The motion carried and the minutes were approved. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 29, 2005 as presented, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the minutes were approved. 
Approval of Claims

The following claims were submitted for consideration and approval. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the claims presented. The motion carried. 

	Docket Date
	Type
	Description
	Amount

	May 10, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #33113 - #33122
	$1,173,446.43

	May 10, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #33123 - #33261
	$2,097,733.49

	
	
	
	

	May 10, 2005
	Sewer
	Vendor Claims #7136 - #7188
	$592,563.78

	
	
	
	

	May 10, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated April 29, 2005
	$248,939.97

	
	
	
	

	May 10, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated April 29, 2005
	$23,257.13

	
	
	
	

	May 10, 2005
	Civil City
	PERF 1st Quarter Contributions
	$313,824.67


BEST WAY REPORT

Ms. Colleen Mason, Best Way Collection Services account representative, presented the solid waste collection reports for April. Mr. Littleton asked Ms. Mason to direct their truck drivers to be more careful and to keep the truck off of residents’ property. 
Public Comment
Several residents living along Walnut Street asked to speak to the members citing concerns about a rental property located in their neighborhood located at 798 Walnut Street. The neighbors reported excessive noise, numerous police calls, loud profanity, intimidation, illegal drug sales, a swat team raid, garbage and other trash, all of which are creating an unsafe atmosphere.  The property is owned by Mr. Andy Hensley.  The residents stated that the house is located at a corner used as a school bus stop. They are concerned about the safety of the children dropped there and for those who walk to school along the same route.  Some residents stated that they have seen a small boy playing on the roof.
Chief Borges confirmed that there have been numerous police incidents involving the occupants of the residence as well as arrests.  He also introduced Officer Atwood who reported that 85 incident reports have been made in that area over the past few years.  Mr. Hougland asked the City Attorney to explain what steps the City could take to address the problem. The City Attorney advised the Board that they had two options: 
1. The City with or without landlord’s cooperation may sue for eviction from the house citing the property as a public nuisance. 

2. File a Drug Nuisance claim which requires 45 day waiting period before the City can sue the property owner. 
Mr. Ault made a motion to direct the City attorney to proceed with both claims, seconded by Mr. Hougland. Mr. Ault also requested that the code enforcement officer visit the property concerning the complaints about trash. Mr. Hougland requested that the Police Department accompany the officer during this visit.
Another neighbor appeared before the Board to report that the porch on the house located at 778 Walnut Street is falling down. Mr. Weir reported that the Code Enforcement officer will visit the property on Wednesday, May 11, 2005 to review the condition of the porch.
Residents of East Jefferson Street also asked the Board of Works to address problems associated with a rental property located at 901 E. Jefferson owned by Kerry and Carolyn Foster. The landlord had instructed the residents to direct their complaints about the property to the Board of Works.  The residents complained that the tenants of 901 E. Jefferson Street are creating an unsafe environment for their families and requested that the landowner be held accountable.  Other residents complained about criminal activity in the alley adjacent to the property. Chief Borges agreed that the Police Department has a record of incidents and asked Officer Atwood to discuss the specifics. Officer Atwood reported under age sexual activities, civil disputes, contributing to the delinquency of a minor, prior evictions, etc.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to instruct the City Attorney to proceed with litigation and file a nuisance and drug nuisance claim against the 901 property and landowners Kerry and Carolyn Foster, seconded by Mr. Ault.  The motion carried and was approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Oakleaf Manor Retention Pond Issue

Mr. Buening referred to the first item on his status report memorandum and stated that Mr. Nerz has requested that this item be removed from agenda for the time being. Mr. Ault made a motion to strike, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion to remove from the agenda carried.
Discussion of truck traffic on Forsythe St. at the North West corner of Forsythe Street and E. King Street 
The City Engineer Mike Buening updated the Board about conversations held with INDOT officials concerning truck traffic at this intersection and a suggestion that truck route signage from State Road 44 to Eastview Drive be installed.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to invite INDOT to place truck route signage and instructed the Street Department to put up signage at the intersection of Forsythe Street and King to restrict thru trucks, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS
Request for a sign next to the alley at 401 W. Jefferson Street
Petitioner Gloria Losey did not appear. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to strike this item from the agenda. 
Request to block part of Depot Street on 6/18/05 from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
Petitioner Jessica Bowman did not appear. Mr. Hougland made a motion seconded by Mr. Ault to strike this matter from the agenda. 
Access control/fire alarm maintenance agreement renewal (Simplex Grinnell) 
John Borges presented a maintenance agreement for the department’s fire alarm, keyless entry, and smoke detectors within the City Police and Courts building. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the contract $8,439, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the contract was approved and signed. 
Request to park on E. Jefferson Street on 5/21/05 in the afternoon for graduation party
Mr. Randy Pease 1114 E. Jefferson Street appeared before the Board to request permission to allow parking along E. Jefferson Street during the afternoon of May 21, 2005 for a graduation party. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to allow parking on the north side of Jefferson Street.
Request for directional sign for Faith Missionary Baptist Church 
Ms. Angela Muse appeared on the behalf of the Faith Missionary Baptist Church to request directional signage to her church located at 1349 Graham Street. The Board agreed to place two signs, one along Eastview Drive and the second along Commerce Drive.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the request for two directional signs, seconded by Mr. Ault.
Conflict of Interest Statement to refinish firearms
Chief Borges requested that the Board accept a conflict of interest statement on the behalf of Wayne Miller to refinish/resurface firearms for the Police Department. The City Attorney asked Chief Borges if Mr. Miller had filed a Uniform Conflict of Interest form. The Chief stated that he was not aware of the form but stated that if a form is required he will have Mr. Miller get one and fill it out. Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the request upon receipt of the required form, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and was approved.
Request to block Jefferson Street in front of Court House from approx. 11:00 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. on Memorial Day
Mr. David Rook, a member of the American Legion, appeared before the Board to request that Jefferson Street be blocked in front of the Court House from 11:00 a.m. until 11:45 for the annual Memorial Day Celebration.  Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault, made a motion to approve the request and restrict traffic on Jefferson Street on Memorial Day.
Budgetary Resolution No. 05-01 – A resolution authorizing creation of appropriation 180 – Backup withholding and transferring funds from appropriation 444 Equipment to cover payment to U S Treasury (2002-2004 IRS Audit)
The Clerk Treasurer presented a budgetary resolution on behalf of the Sewer Utility to cover the payment made for backup withholding. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to approve Budgetary Resolution 05-01. The motion 
OTHER BUSINESS

Employee Repayment of Income Withholding Tax and Exemption of Pension Secretaries 
Mr. Hougland made a motion to not require the filing of the back-up withholding from the employees, seconded by Mr. Ault. Motion carried. 
Discussion concerning employee identification cards 
Mr. Littleton presented samples of City identification cards which are issued to Police, Fire and select civilian employees. The identification cards list the employee’s social security number on the back of the card.  This practice was questioned by a civilian employee and brought to the attention of the Clerk Treasurers Office.  Chief Borges stated that these identification cards are critical to the business of the Police Department. Chief Herron stated that his employees also use their City of Franklin identification cards. Discussion held. Mr. Hougland requested that the City Attorney research the legality of identification cards and the information contained on the card. The City Attorney Rob Schafstall said that a policy should be adopted and included in the personnel manual. The matter was tabled.
DEPARTMENT STATUS OF TASKS

Street Department

Street Commissioner Richard Hughes had nothing to report. Mr. Schafstall told Mr. Hughes that he had not received contract paperwork for maintenance of traffic signals. Mr. Hughes said that he had received updated insurance certification but not the contract. He will contact the vendor. 
Planning Department

Mr. Weir speaking on behalf of a member of his staff, requested that the Board waive the requirement that an employee surrender five benefit days prior to beginning short-term disability. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the waiver. The motion carried and the waiver to the short-term disability policy was approved for a Planning Department employee.
City Engineer

City Engineer Mike Buening referred to his status report dated May 10, 2005 and specifically commented on the following items:

Stated that the flood insurance maps drawn by IDEM are incorrect and recommended that the City hire a consultant familiar with the agency to appeal on behalf of the City. A discussion was held. The Clerk-Treasurer said that unexpended funds in the Board of Works budget for drainage improvements could be used for this purpose. Mr. Hougland made a motion to authorize the Engineer to proceed with a contract with in the amount of $12,000, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the contract was approved. The City Engineer provided the Board with two copies of the agreement to be signed.  

Mr. Schafstall requested a contract from Commonwealth Engineering. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve and authorize Mr. Hougland to sign on the behalf of the Mayor. The motion was seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the contract was signed by Mr. Hougland. 

A second contract with Commonwealth Engineering was presented to the City Attorney for review. 
WWTP

Superintendent Rick Littleton presented an agreement between the City of Franklin and Mr. Russell Irving for the Board’s approval. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to accept the agreement. The motion carried. 
Police Department

Chief Borges presented a request to the Board to approve additional signage in City parking lots that would authorize the Police Department to tow vehicles at the owner’s expense when parking extends beyond a certain time frame. The City Attorney agreed to review Ordinance 05-10 that addresses this item and provide language for signage.
Chief Borges presented a request on behalf of the Johnson County Commissioners’ to restrict parking on the east side of West Court Street for a blood drive for City of Franklin and Johnson County employees on May 18, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the County Commissioners’ request for reserved parking, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved. Mr. Hughes agreed to place no parking signs for this purpose.

Chief Borges presented a request on behalf of Mr. Prather with Franklin College to regulate traffic along Middleton drive for a baseball tournament on Thursday May 12, 2005 from 11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., and Saturday, May 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Mr. Prather requested the use of off-duty officers to restrict traffic to only residents and redirect traffic for the baseball tournament back to the College for parking.  Mr. Ault made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hougland to approve Mr. Prather’s request to regulate the traffic. The motion carried and the request was approved. 
Fire Department

Chief Herron reported that the Fire Department is participating in the Lexie Run on Saturday, May 14, 2005. Chief Herron reported that Dukate Fine Remodeling will be completing some repairs to the roof on Station 22. The repairs will be paid for out of the Fire Department’s operating budget. Discussion held. Mrs. Alexander agreed to contact the City’s insurance representative to determine if termite damage is covered under our current insurance policy. Chief Herron reported that the aerial was repaired for considerably less than anticipated. Engine 21 is still in the shop.
Clerk-Treasurer 

The Clerk Treasurer had nothing to report.  
City Attorney

Mr. Schafstall reported that the Fred Brown Trust easement purchased by the City for the Eastside Sewer is still in litigation The City has been ordered to take the matter to mediation. The City Attorney requested that the Board authorize the Clerk-Treasurer to pay the retainer for mediation services in the amount of $400 out of the Sewer Improvement Fund to Smart Kessler and Torres law firm. Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to authorize the Clerk-Treasurer to pay Lori Torres in the amount of $400. The motion carried.
Board Members

Mr. Hougland reminded the Department Heads that it is budget time and asked them to be frugal. He stated that it will be a tight budget, especially now that the City will not have the opportunity to collect a food and beverage tax. 
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on May 24, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 
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