CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

April 26, 2005

Opening
Steve Hougland called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Board Members Mr. Joseph Ault and Steve Hougland were present.  Also present was Police Chief John Borges, Fire Chief Mike Herron, Street Commissioner Richard Hughes, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Planning Director David Weir, City Engineer Mike Buening, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander 

Approval of Minutes

Clerk-Treasurer Janet Alexander explained that she had changed the initial draft of the minutes of the April 12, 2005 meeting.  Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected by the Clerk Treasurer. The motion carried and the minutes were approved. 

Approval of Claims

The following claims were submitted for consideration and approval. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland, made a motion to approve the claims presented. The motion carried. 

	Docket Date
	Type
	Description
	Amount

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #33080 - #33097
	$2,305,705.05

	
	
	
	

	April 26, 2005
	Sewer
	Vendor Claims #7119 - #7134
	$1,043,086.03

	
	
	
	

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated March 4, 2005
	$244,525.60

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated March 18, 2005
	$268,423.46

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated April 1, 2005
	$245,436.23

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated April 15, 2005
	$255,426.85

	
	
	
	

	April 26, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated March 4, 2005
	$22,963.89

	April 26, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated March 18, 2005
	$24,250.30

	April 26, 2005 
	Sewer
	Payroll dated April 1, 2005
	$23,036.46

	April 26, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated April 15, 2005
	$23,846.07

	
	
	
	

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	Pension Payroll dated March 26, 2005
	$51,676.10

	April 26, 2005
	Civil City
	Pension Payroll dated April 26, 2005
	$51,706.43


OLD BUSINESS

Oakleaf Manor Retention Pond Issue

Mr. Nerz the Oakleaf Manor homeowners association representative did not appear. Mr. Hougland stated that he and Mr. Ault toured the site and learned that lake was not included in the original plan of the subdivision. Mr. Hougland suggested that Mr. Buening contact the homeowners association and tell them that the City will provide engineering expertise and suggest that the homeowners association consider the option proposed by the City in 2002. Mr. Buening agreed to contact Mr. Nerz.

Siren Bid Award

Fire Chief Mike Herron introduced Wayne Hooper Federal Signal Corporation Capital Electronics. Mr. Hooper explained that the Capital Electronics recommends that the City purchase and install 6 new sirens. Capital Electronics bid $13,200 per siren. Mr. Hooper explained that his evaluation was completed using FEMA guidelines.  A discussion was held. The City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall requested that Mr. Hooper forward a contract to his attention. Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept the bid from Federal Signal Corporation / Capital Electronics, Mr. Ault seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

Mr. Hougland reorganized the agenda to assist members of the public present for this meeting. 

NEW Business

Lions Club - Request to use City Parking Lot for Lions Club Fish Fry 6/9/05 – 6/13/05 and 9/29/05 – 10/3/05 

Ms. Paula Schumacher requested permission for the Lions Club to use the City parking lot for the annual Lions Club Fish Fry. The event dates are June 9, 2005 to June 13, 2005 and September 29, 2005 to October 3, 2005 coinciding with the Franklin Fall Festival. Mr. Ault, made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the request was approved.

Request for stop sign on the corner of Pamela and Cumberland Drives

Ms. Sharon Pugh and Ms. Mary Petry explained their concern about the frequent use of a construction access road which is currently gravel near their homes. Mr. Hougland made a motion to authorize the blockage of this temporary thoroughfare marking it as “no trespassing” and “not a public thoroughfare”. Mr. Ault seconded this motion. The motion carried.

Request to reserve parking for antique cars Saturday Night 5/14/05 from 5:00 – 11:00 p.m. for the showing of Mr. Deeds goes to Town at the Artcraft  

Mr. Walter Koons, Mrs. Jeanette Koons, and Ms. Krista Linke requested reserved parking for antique cars in front of the Artcraft Theater Saturday May 14, 2005 from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. Mr. Ault requested that they contact the owner of the Willard Restaurant to get his permission.  Mr. Ault made a motion to approve subject to endorsement of Bob Schofield. Mr. Hougland seconded the motion. The motion carried and the request was approved. 

Request to change W. Court Street to one-way north on 5/27/05 from 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. for Spring Fling Cruise-In  

Ms. Krista Linke representing the downtown organization Discover Historic Franklin announced that a classic car club would be cruising in downtown Franklin Friday May 27, 2005.  She reported that the group has obtained permission from the County Commissioners to use the courthouse lawn.  Mr. Ault made a motion to approve, Mr. Hougland seconded. The motion carried.

Fourth Fridays Music events 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m on the Courthouse lawn 

Ms. Krista Linke requested a variance from the Noise Ordinance for Fourth Fridays Music events 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. which are held on the Courthouse lawn throughout the summer months. The first scheduled program will be this Friday April 29, 2005. Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and was approved.

June 10th Strawberries on the Square 
Ms. Linke also announced that they would be holding a strawberry festival June 10th on the square

OLD BUSINESS RESUMED AT 7:22 P.M.

Discussion of truck traffic on Forsythe St. at the NW corner of Forsythe and E. King Streets

Mr. Buening requested that this be tabled until the next regular meeting date. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made the motion to approve. The motion carried and the matter was tabled. 

NEW BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS RESUMED AT 7:24 P.M.

Accident Fee Collection Presentation 

This item appeared on the agenda in error. This matter is to be taken up by the Common Council.

Request for a Sign Next to the Alley at 401 W. Jefferson Street
The petitioner Gloria Losey did not appear. Mr. Hougland made a motion to table, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the matter was tabled.
Cumberland Commons Section 1A – Final Plat  

Mr. Steve Williams did not appear however Mr. Weir and Mr. Buening presented the plat on his behalf. Mr. Weir stated that the plat is in compliance with the subdivision control ordinance. Mr.  Buening recommended approval of the plat. Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept and approve the plat, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the plat was approved.

Request to block part of Depot Street on 6/18/05 from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.

Ms. Jessica Bowman the petitioner did not appear. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to table the request. The motion carried and the matter was tabled.

Request for noise ordinance abatement to host an outdoor band on 9/4/05 from 5:30 – 9:30 p.m. at 22 Morning Drive 

Chief John Borges stated that City Court Judge Robert D. Schafstall has asked for a variance from the noise ordinance on September 4, 2005 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. for a wedding reception. A jazz quartet has been engaged for the evening. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the request. The motion carried and the noise ordinance variance was approved. 

Franklin Tech Park Lot 2 - Amended Final Plat

Mr. Mike Buening presented an amended plat with final easements for the Franklin Tech Park. Mr. Buening recommended that the Board approve the plat as presented. Mr. Weir concurred. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve. The motion carried and the plat was approved.

OTHER BUSINESS

Employee Repayment of Income Withholding Tax and Exemption of Pension Secretaries 
This was tabled due to Mayor’s absence.

New Planning Department Employee – Compliance Officer

Mr. Weir requested the Board’s permission to offer the position of Compliance Officer to Mr. Larry Harris.  Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to accept the Planning Directors recommendation and approved the hiring of Mr. Larry Harris. Mr. Harris will begin work Monday May 2, 2005.

DEPARTMENT STATUS OF TASKS

Street Department

Street Commissioner Richard Hughes asked about the specifications for the Street Sweeper purchase which were forwarded to the City Attorney. The Attorney stated that he approves the specifications as written but was concerned following a conversation with Board Member Ault that they might be too narrowly written and thereby eliminate some potential bidders.  A discussion was held. Mr. Hughes explained that the specs he provided are a compilation of specifications from several vendors. He also explained that the request for a three-wheel sweeper is due to the exceptional maneuverability of that type of street sweeper.  Mr. Hughes stated that there are a limited number of manufacturers who produce a three-wheeler. 

The Board Members asked that we bid out a generic street sweeper including a request for alternate bids for a 3-wheel and a 4-wheel sweeper. The Clerk Treasurer will collaborate with the City Attorney and the auction company to word the request for bids.

City Engineer

City Engineer Mike Buening reported that he will have a preconstruction meeting with Milestone Contractors tomorrow regarding Eastview Drive and Westview Drive paving improvements.

Mr. Hougland asked Mr. Buening whether Branigin Boulevard is completed and stated that he recalled a gazebo near the entrance included in the original plans for Branigin Blvd.  Mr. Hougland asked Mr. Buening to look into this.

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Herron reported that on Friday April 22, an insurance adjuster from St. Paul Travelers came to the station to review the damage done to engine 21 and tower (aerial) 21.  The Chief estimated that the repairs will cost approximately $10,000 – $12,000.  Chief Herron stated that the accident review board has not sent their report to him yet.  He did say that the accident occurred in front of city hall at 3:00 a.m. during an emergency run.  Mr. Ault made a motion that from now on, Board of Works and Safety Members and the Clerk Treasurer must be notified when there is any type of accident involving City vehicles and that the Board Members and Clerk Treasurer should also receive copies of accident investigation committee reports and information about what corrective actions were taken, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and was approved.

WWTP

Superintendent Rick Littleton had nothing to report. 

Police Department

Chief Borges reported that his employee Kristi Burkhead has requested an extension of her Short Term Disability Leave. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the request. The motion carried. 

Clerk-Treasurer 

The Clerk Treasurer stated that FMLA request was submitted and asked the Board to approve the request retroactive to Wednesday April 20, Mr. Hougland seconded by Mr. Ault, made a motion to approve. The motion carried.  

City Attorney

Mr. Schafstall presented a request to waive three sewer liens as the properties were sold at sheriff’s sale and the liens satisfied through the sale. Mr. Hougland made a motion to disclaim the three liens presented. Mr. Ault seconded the motion. The motion carried and the request was approved.

The City Attorney also stated that Judge Schafstall reported that the seating pews in City Court have been vandalized. One estimate for the repair of the benches is $200 per pew.  The Board of Works asked the City Attorney to request the judge provide an exact estimate and information about how the Court plans to protect the benches from future damage. Tabled.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on May 10, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 


Norman P. Blankenship, Mayor 
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