CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

March 29, 2005

Opening
Mayor Norman P. Blankenship called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Mayor Norman P. Blankenship, Jr., and Board Member Mr. Joseph Ault were present.  Also present was Police Chief John Borges, Fire Captain Larry Tames, Street Department Supervisor Mr. Jackie Brockman, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Planning Director David Weir, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander 

Board Member Mr. Steve Hougland was absent.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Ault, seconded by Mayor Blankenship made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held March 15, 2005 as presented. The motion carried. 
Approval of Claims

The following claims were submitted for consideration and approval. Mr. Ault seconded by Mayor Blankenship made a motion to approve the claims presented. The motion carried. 

	Docket Date
	Type
	Description
	Amount

	March 29, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW  Claims #32915-#32940
	$2,161,507.78

	
	
	
	

	March 29, 2005
	Sewer
	Vendor Claims #7060-#7063
	$1,065.83

	
	
	
	

	March 29, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated February 4, 2005
	$249,039.63

	March 29, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated February 18, 2005
	$254,365.67

	March 29, 2005
	Civil City
	Pension Payroll dated February 26, 2005
	$50,514.83

	
	
	
	

	March 29, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated February 4, 2005
	$23,063.69

	March 29, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated February 18, 2005
	$23,791.89


OLD BUSINESS

Request to Restrict Parking on East and West Adams Street
Pursuant to the Board’s request, Police Officer Henson surveyed the residents of the neighborhood concerning the parking situation and the recommendation to restrict parking on one side of the street between Breckenridge and Jackson Street.  Officer Henson prepared a written report to the Board summarizing the comments received from residents.  He reported the following comments:

· eight persons who were in favor of restricting parking on one side of the street

· two residents stated that they opposed restricting parking along either side of the street
He reported that he was unable to speak with residents of two households who were not home. 

Mr. David Weir, speaking on behalf of Mr. Buening, reported that he had been asked by a resident for an additional street light in the north alley behind West Adams where it empties onto Jackson Street.  Chief Borges reiterated that it is his recommendation that parking should be restricted on the north side of the street. Mayor Blankenship asked Chief Borges if he was aware of Chief Herron’s recommendation and asked the Chief to relay a message to the Fire Chief asking him to put his recommendation in writing.  Mayor Blankenship made a motion to table this issue, seconded by Mr. Ault.  The motion carried and the matter was tabled. 
Discussion of property located at 351 E. Jefferson Street
Mr. Jeffrey Ernest appeared and introduced his architect Mr. Dave Julian of the Design House Inc. of Greenwood. Mr. Ernest provided copy of his home owners insurance, business insurance, and a copy of a letter from Mr. Julian concerning the condition of the property and his recommendations for stabilizing the structure to Mr. Weir. He also provided a timeline of planned work for the property. Mr. Weir asked Mr. Ernest to return to update the Board on his progress at their June 28th meeting. Mr. Ernest agreed. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Request to Restrict Parking along Parade Route for the Fair Parade

Ms. Jennifer Westerfeld a member of Johnson County Fair Board requested the Boards permission to hold the Fair Parade July 16th at 4:00 p.m. She explained that the parade route would begin at Franklin High School parking lot and would travel east on Banta Street, turn south on Walnut Street, and then head east on Jefferson South through downtown and turn south on Home Avenue ending at Caisson Drive behind the police station. Mr. Ault made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blankenship to approve the parade route. The motion carried and the request was approved. 
Request for a Sign Next to the Alley at 401 W. Jefferson Street
Ms. Gloria Losey did not appear. The Mayor directed Mr. Brockman to contact his office in the morning to obtain a copy of the request with specific details. Mr. Ault made a motion to table, seconded by Mayor Blankenship. The motion carried and the matter was tabled. 
Request for a “hold-harmless” Letter for Johnson County Community Corrections
Chief John Borges explained that the Police Department’s canine died of a heart attack in January. Upon learning that the animal had died, Mr. Al Hessman, Director of the Johnson County Community Correction Facility, offered to give the City’s Police department a canine since they have eliminated their canine program.  Mayor Blankenship requested immediate notice by the Chief if the new dog is put into service by our department. Chief Borges assured the Mayor that the dog will not be used in service because he intends to trade the new dog for another dog that is cross-trained.  He explained that the County’s dog is exclusively narcotics trained. 
Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the request to provide a hold harmless letter to the County for the dog and to authorize the City Attorney to author, sign and send the letter on behalf of the Board of Works. The Mayor seconded the motion. The motion carried and the request was approved. 
Request to reinstate the Franklin Tree Board
Ms. Krista Linke, Mr. Nick Brown, Scott Horvath, and Ms. Susan Ostermeier members of the Leadership Johnson County Class of 2005, introduced themselves and Mr. Brown outlined the group’s objective to pursue a tree city designation for the City and to reinstate the Tree Board. Discussion held.   Mayor Blankenship stated that he would prefer a Board of Works resolution establishing the Tree Board rather than an ordinance. The Mayor said that there needs to be more discussion and suggested that this should be on the next agenda. The matter was tabled.
OTHER BUSINESS
Siren Bid Update
The Clerk-Treasurer Janet Alexander reported that she has not been able to contact the IACT representative responsible for coordination of the electronic bidding.  Mr. Ault asked the Clerk Treasurer to attempt to arrange the electronic bid through IACT this week. If she is unable to get this done then he recommended that we bid the sirens using the traditional method.  Mr. Ault also stressed that the bids should be for “turn-key” installation.  The Mayor agreed with Mr. Ault, and requested that the Clerk-Treasurer contact IACT for the name of the new electronic bidding vendor. Mayor Blankenship, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to table this matter until the next meeting.  The motion carried and the matter was tabled.
Employee Repayment of Income Withholding Tax and exemption of Pension Secretaries 
Mr. Ault made a motion to table this matter, seconded by Mayor Blankenship. The motion carried and the matter was tabled. 
OTHER BUSINESS 

DEPARTMENT STATUS OF TASKS

Police Department

Chief Borges reported that at his regular Shift Commanders’ Meeting that he was asked to approach the Board and request that the City increase the speed limit on Arvin Road between Graham Road and to State Road 44. The officers are requesting that the speed limit be increased from 30 mph to 40 mph. The matter was tabled. 
Chief Borges requested that the Board consider allowing the Police Department to install computer laptops in the department’s vehicles. Discussion held. The matter was tabled. 
Street Department

Mr. Brockman did not have a report.

Planning Department 

Planning Director Mr. David Weir reported that the application period closed yesterday for applications for the code enforcement officer position.
Fire Department

Captain Larry Tames stated that he will speak to the Chief about putting his recommendation for parking along West Adams in writing. 

WWTP

Superintendent Rick Littleton requested approval for the renewal and payment of the Trak Engineering annual maintenance agreement.  Mr. Ault, seconded by Mayor Blankenship made a motion to approve the annual agreement. The motion carried and the maintenance agreement was approved. 
City Attorney

Mr. Schafstall presented a Supplemental Agreement #2 with the Bonar Group. Mr. Ault seconded by Mayor Blankenship made a motion to approve Supplemental Agreement #2. The motion carried and the agreement was approved.
Clerk-Treasurer 

The Clerk Treasurer Janet Alexander did not have a report.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on April 12, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 


Norman P. Blankenship, Mayor 
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