CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

March 15, 2005
Opening
Mayor Norman P. Blankenship called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Mayor Norman P. Blankenship, Jr., Board Members Mr. Stephen Hougland and Mr. Joseph Ault were present.  Also present was Deputy Chief of Police Steve Hood, Fire Chief Michael Herron, City Engineer Mike Buening, Street Department Director Richard Hughes, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Planning Director David Weir, City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall and Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander 
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held March 8, 2005 as presented to the Board.  The motion carried.

Approval of Claims

The following claims were submitted for consideration and approval. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the claims presented. The motion carried. 

	Docket Date
	Type
	Description
	Amount

	January 6, 2005
	Civil City
	Longevity
	$41,239.00

	January 7, 2005
	
	Payroll
	$242,628.77

	January 21, 2005
	
	Payroll
	$255,089.12

	January 26, 2005
	
	Pension
	$49,644.53

	January 31, 2005
	
	4th Quarter PERF, Police & Fire Pension
	$313,557.29

	
	
	
	

	January 6, 2005
	Sewer
	Longevity
	$11,669.20

	January 7, 2005
	
	Payroll 
	$22,893.68

	January 21, 2005
	
	Payroll
	$24,545.82

	
	
	
	

	March 15, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #
	$2,151,576.97$

	
	
	
	

	March 15, 2005
	Sewer 
	Sewer Claims # 6998 - 7003
	$710,288.47

	March 15, 2005
	
	Sewer Claims # 7004 - 7057
	$488,090.35


Best Way 
Ms. Colleen Mason the account representative from Best Way presented the monthly solid waste and recycling collection summary report for February and answered questions. Mr. Littleton commented on a plan to speed up the garbage collection along Jefferson Street suggesting that the residents of Jefferson Street receive a special type of trash can known as toters or waste movers. A discussion was held.  Mr. Littleton was asked to prepare a count of single family homes and multi family units that would be asked to participate and bring back a plan for implementation with staff reports next meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

Oakleaf Manor Retention Pond Issue
Mayor Blankenship stated that the petitioner Mr. Warren Nerz called to request that this matter be continued until April 11, 2005.  With no objections, the matter was tabled pursuant to the request of the petitioner. 
NEW BUSINESS

Final Inspection of Heritage Subdivision – Section 1 – Lot 27  

Mr. Stephen Huddleston, Esq., representing C.P. Morgan returning to discuss an issue related to Lot 27 in Heritage Subdivision. The buyer Mr. Jones would like to get a final inspection and receive an occupancy permit.  Mr. Huddleston explained that his client CP Morgan wishes to make a revision to the Commitments made at the March 8, 2005 meeting because the buyer of lot 27 would like to be able to close on their lot and move in once all repairs are completed on lot 27.  Mr. Richardson of CP Morgan agreed to prepare a letter confirming the agreement to exclude Lot 27 and to include backfilling the pipe under Brookhaven Drive in the commitments made at the March 8, 2005 meeting. Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the exclusion of Lot 27 and to accept the revised commitments. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ault and the motion carried.

Renewal of Fire Extinguisher Contract
Mr. Stuart Bridges owner of Stuart Fire Extinguisher Service appeared to review the 2005 pricing for fire extinguisher maintenance services provided to the City.  Mr. Bridges provided a list of charges for services for each type of extinguisher used by the City and charges for refills. Mr. Ault made a motion seconded by Mr. Hougland to approve the agreement between Mr. Bridges and the City. 
Request to Restrict Parking on East and West Adams Street
Deputy Chief Hood presented Chief Borges proposal to restrict parking on the north side of Adams Street.  Mr. Sam Coffman a resident of West Adams Street asked about the parking tickets that have been issued for parking on W. Adams Street.   Mayor Blankenship asked Deputy Chief Hood to contact City Court and request that the Court not schedule any of these tickets for hearing.  Chief Herron stated that he drove down the street and agrees that there is a safety problem due to parking along both sides of that street.  The Chief agreed that this same problem exists in several other areas.  Residents of W. Adams Street present at this meeting and participating in this discussion included Mr. Patrick Simon, Ms. Krista Entreogo, and Mr. Sam Coffman, who stated that the reason they do not park behind their homes is due to a problem with vandalism in the alleys behind their houses. They also are concerned about the City restricting parking on the street.  Mr. Ault asked about improving the safety of the alleys with the addition of lights. The residents agreed that additional lights would improve the situation. Mayor Blankenship stated that the City will research the issues affecting W. Adams Street. Mr. Ault asked that between now and when the parking issue is resolved, that the Police Department cease issuing tickets to cars parked legally along W. Adams Street. The Mayor asked Deputy Chief Hood to survey the neighborhood about the proposal to limit street parking along the north side of the street. The Mayor also asked that the neighbors surveyed be invited to the next meeting of the Board of Works when this matter will be discussed again.    
Request to Restrict Parking Along the Parade Route for the Fair Parade
Ms. Jennifer Westerfield the petitioner requested that this matter be tabled. Tabled.
OTHER BUSINESS 
DEPARTMENT STATUS OF TASKS
Street Department

Mr. Hughes did not have a report.
Planning Department 
Planning Director Mr. David Weir reported that pursuant to a request made by the Board of Works, he invited property owner Mr. Jeffrey Ernest to appear and explain his plans to secure the brick building located at 351 East Jefferson Street. Mr. Ernest appeared before the Board and offered to answer any specific questions. Mr. Ernest stated that he believes that the building is safe and that he needed a little time to begin the planned repairs.  Discussion held. 

Mr. Schafstall suggested that since the Board is questioning the safety of the structure, perhaps a structural engineer’s report or a performance bond requiring that a certain amount of work be completed.  Mr. Schafstall asked Mr. Ernest whether he has liability insurance and asked that he provide proof of insurance to the City. Mr. Ernest stated that he did have insurance and would contact his agent, Charlie Green, and request that he send proof to the City. 
Mr. Schafstall stated that there are two pending problems: 1. The Board of Works does not have enough information to determine the safety of the building, and 2. The existence of what may be the worst nuisance in the City of Franklin, that presents a potentially dangerous condition along the railroad track and a state road (Highway 44), is unacceptable. The City Attorney advised the Board Members to not commit and to refrain from taking any action.  

This matter will be placed on the Board of Works agenda for Tuesday March 29, 2005.
Engineering 
City Engineer Mike Buening provided the Board with a Memorandum dated March 15, 2005 summarizing status of all pending projects for the Board. He specifically commented on the following items:
1. Street inventory – Staff has been reviewing the current state inventory for all city streets.  Six existing streets have been identified as not being in the present inventory.  These streets (Emma Street, Richey Street, Weber Court, Essex Drive, Branigin Boulevard and Sabre Court) shown on the attached list, require a motion by the board to affirm that these streets are currently part of our street system and are being maintained by our Street Dept.  Mr. Hougland, seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to accept the City Engineers recommendation. The motion carried.
2. Eastside Sewer Interceptor project - Mr. Buening explained that in connection to the sewer interceptor project in the area of 75 S, east of Lovers Lane that he and Mr. Littleton have identified a proposed potential service area to the residential properties located in those areas. He suggests that he and Mr. Littleton think that providing a stub for future connection would be a good idea. Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept the recommendation of the City Engineer and Sewer Utility Plant Superintendent to plan to place a stub for future hookups, seconded by Mayor Blankenship. The motion carried and was approved.

Fire Department

Fire Chief Michael Herron provided the Board Members with a list of bunker gear items which he asked the Board to declare surplus. He also made a request to donate that surplus gear to the Van Buren Fire Department.  A memo listing the items and a letter requesting the donation were provided to the Clerk Treasurer. Mr. Hougland made a motion to declare the gear listed as surplus and to donate the listed items to the Van Buren Fire Department. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and was approved.  

The Chief presented a storage agreement for the American la France fire truck. The charge for temporary storage is $250 per month. The location is a marine center and the proprietor has agreed to periodically start the engine and exercise the pump. The City Attorney reviewed the agreement and stated that he is concerned about a statement contained in the agreement that states that the facility would have no responsibility for damage to the vehicle. The attorney would like to attempt to add a sentence to clear it up a little bit.
The Chief has been contacted by two vendors interested in bidding on the outdoor siren systems. He also reported that recent Siren tests went well except the siren located on top of the fire station on north Main Street did not operate. The Clerk Treasurer reported that she plans to set the bid date for April 12th for Siren bids. 

He asked about next steps concerning the proposed site for the new fire station which will be located adjacent to the new high school. Mayor Blankenship stated that Board Members need to visit the site. The City Attorney said that he would make the arrangements.
Police Department

Deputy Chief Hood did not have any further reports. 

WWTP

Superintendent Rick Littleton did not have a report. 

Clerk-Treasurer 

The Clerk Treasurer Janet Alexander told the Board Members that she and Mr. Buening have identified two problems with the approved minutes of the meeting held March 8th.  The recommended changes were all in the Engineering Reports:
1. Sidewalk and Curb Replacement: The last sentence should read, “Approved payment for concrete to Franklin College.”  

2. East Interceptor:  An additional sentence should be added to the end of the second bullet stating that, “Mr. Hougland made a motion to not place easement limit stakes, seconded by Mr. Ault.”  
Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the suggested amendments to the Minutes of the March 8, 2005 meeting as recommended by the Clerk Treasurer and the City Engineer. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ault and the motion carried.
The Clerk Treasurer also reported that the Treasury Department / Internal Revenue Service has completed their audit of the City of Franklin. She provided copies of their completed form 2504 Agreement to Assessment and Collection of Additional Tax and Acceptance of Overassessment (excise or employment tax). 
The total assessment of unpaid taxes and penalties came to $13,702.02.  The penalty was $3,900. The remaining $9,802.02 was for repayment of previously unpaid social security, FICA, and income tax withholding for take home vehicles and for amounts paid to the pension secretaries. The Clerk Treasurer explained that acceptance of the agreement is the duty of the Board of Works pursuant to Board of Works Resolution 05-02. A discussion was held.

Mr. Hougland made a motion seconded by Mr. Ault “to accept and to authorize the Mayor to sign on the Board’s behalf, and to pay the IRS.”  Motion carried. 
Mayor Blankenship asked to discuss the potential requirement that employees pay back income tax withholding paid by the City which was identified in the audit. Mayor Blankenship specifically requested that the two pension secretaries be exempted from paying the tax liability back to the City.   Mr. Hougland stated that this should be tabled to allow the Board to take this matter under advisement and to review the documents provided by the Clerk-Treasurer. The matter was tabled until the next meeting.  

City Attorney
Mr. Schafstall presented no report.
Mayor Comments

Mayor Blankenship asked Deputy Chief Hood about the progress of the Firing Range Task Force. Mr. Hood commented that the commission has determined that Johnson County Park would not be a suitable location, as a range located in the park would have to be open to the public. 
Public Comments

Mayor Blankenship asked if anyone from the public wished to make a comment. No one wished to speak.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on March 29, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 


Norman P. Blankenship, Mayor 
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