 CITY OF FRANKLIN 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
Meeting Minutes 

January 25, 2005
Opening
Mr. Stephen Hougland called the regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Room.  

Present
Board Members Mr. Stephen Hougland and Mr. Joseph Ault were present.  Also present was Chief of Police John Borges, Fire Chief Michael Herron, City Engineer Mike Buening, Street Department Director Richard Hughes, WWTP Superintendent Rick Littleton, City Planning Director David Weir, and Clerk Treasurer Janet P. Alexander

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the Minutes of the previous meeting held January 11, 2005. The motion carried.

Approval of Claims

The following claims were submitted for consideration and approval. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to approve the claims presented. The motion carried. 

	Docket Date
	Type
	Description
	Amount

	January 25, 2005
	Civil City
	BOW Claims #32530 - #32580
	$4,470,711.12

	
	
	
	

	January 25, 2005
	Police & Fire 
	Longevity Pay dated December 1, 2004
	$159,357.60

	
	
	
	

	January 25, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated December 10, 2004
	$238,737.21

	
	
	
	

	January 25, 2005
	Civil City
	Payroll dated December 23, 2004
	$267,593.24

	
	
	
	

	January 25, 2005
	Pension
	Payroll dated December 26, 2004
	$48,935.03

	
	
	
	

	January 25, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated December 10, 2004
	$22,109.16

	January 25, 2005
	Sewer
	Payroll dated December 23, 2004
	$25,116.55


PETITIONS PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Hougland asked whether anyone from the public had any comments not related to agenda items. City resident Gill Smith asked to speak concerning the condition of a property located at 298 N. Home Avenue. Mr. Smith lives at 299 N. Home Avenue. Mr. Ault asked Mr. Smith to list his concerns. Some of the items named included the placement of trash cans on the north side of the home in plan view, trash and cushions in the driveway and yard, broken toys, a child’s swimming pool, the storage shed is falling down; and manure from the dog pen has not been cleaned out.  He also stated that there is a day care operating in an apartment in the house. He stated that he has seen five dogs living in the house - two large dogs and three smaller dogs. He brought photos to show the members.  He requested that the City enforce the ordinances which are on the books concerning the upkeep of property.  Mr. Smith also complimented Larry Hart’s responses to his calls.  However he says that the situation has not improved. He also stated his concerns about other properties in the same area including a house at 151 W. Adams which he stated is empty and falling apart.  A washer and dryer were reportedly left in the front yard of one rental for several months. He also complained about a truck with a flat tire and attached trailer which has been parked on Home Avenue for several months. He stated that the trailer is filled with building materials.  Discussion held. Mr. Smith asked the Board to specifically ask the owners to move their garbage cans to a concealed location pursuant to the City of Franklin ordinance.

Mr. Hougland and Mr. Ault requested that the Police Department look at the truck and trailer parked on the corner of Home & King Street.  They also asked Chief Borges, the City Attorney and Mr. Hart on behalf of the Planning Department to begin the process to update the ordinance. Mr. Weir was directed to have the yard cleaned and to send a bill to the owners and to put them on notice that they will be fined for future violations.
Turning Point Domestic Violence Services Grant Application to the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute
Ms. Lori Adams the Outreach Coordinator for Turning Point in Johnson County requested the Board endorse their agencies application to the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI)for a VOCA grant which would be for the period starting July 5, 2005 through June 2006. Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to endorse the grant application of Turning Point to the ICJI sign. The motion carried and was approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Oakleaf Manor Retention Pond Issue
Mr. Hougland stated that the petitioner Warren Nerz called to request that this matter be continued until March 15, 2005.  Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to table pursuant to the request of the petitioner. The motion carried and was approved. 
Sewer Connection on Davis Drive 

The petitioner did not appear.  Mr. Hougland seconded by Mr. Ault made a motion to table this matter. The motion carried and was approved. Tabled
Resolution No. 05-01 – A Resolution Establishing Reverse Auction Procedures  
The Clerk Treasurer Janet Alexander reviewed the purpose behind the request for approval of the proposed resolution enabling the use of reverse auction for the purchase of products and services electronically.  She explained that the new law requires that we establish procedures which are outlined in the resolution. Passage of the resolution would allow the City to use the reverse auction process. A motion and a second were made to read the resolution aloud by title only. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Mr. Hougland. The motion carried and the resolution was approved.
Lift Station Dedication - Earlywood Drive 
Mr. Ray Johnson the owner of a Lift Station located on Earlywood Drive presented an agreement to the Board for the transfer of ownership of the lift station to the City of Franklin. The City Attorney presented a 15 Year Agreement which has been agreed upon by him and Mr. Johnson’s attorney. Mr. Littleton stated that the monitoring panel requested by the City has been installed by the owner. The City Attorney explained that Mr. Johnson will be responsible for any maintenance at the lift station for the next two years. At the conclusion of the two years period the obligation for maintenance will transfer to the City Sewer Maintenance Department. The question was asked concerning the age of the station. Mr. Johnson said that the lift station is six or seven years old.  Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept the dedication of the lift station. Mr. Ault seconded this motion. The motion carried and was approved. Mr. Johnson and the Board members signed the 15 Year Agreement.  Mr. Johnson stated that the keys were given to our employee Scott Blackwell. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discussion of Compensation for Public Safety Personnel 12/23/04  
Mr. Hougland announced that Mayor Blankenship requested this matter be tabled. Mr. Hougland made a motion to table seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the issue was tabled.
NPDES MS4 – Part C Consultant Selection:  

The City Engineer Mike Buening and the Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Rick Littleton reported that four submittals were received and evaluated. Of the four, two firms Burke and DLZ had a majority of their Part B submittals returned with Notices of Deficiency. The remaining two firms Commonwealth and Bonar did not receive any part B deficiencies and recommend that the Board of Works select Commonwealth Engineers for the project. Discussion held concerning the proposed agreement with Commonwealth Engineers. Mr. Schafstall pointed out three terms included in the agreement which he wanted the Board to be aware of including: 1. Remove the 1% late fee, 2. Remove the $50,000 damages cap for monetary damages related to this project, and 3. To insert a way for the City to make a claim for any fines incurred by the City. Discussion held. The Board Members agreed that all three items must be addressed to the City Attorneys satisfaction before the Board would enter into the agreement with Commonwealth for this project.

Mr. Hougland made a motion “that the Board approve the contract with Commonwealth Engineers subject to the City Attorney being satisfied as to the Board’s satisfaction with any changes that are acceptable by Commonwealth to their contract and that said Board Members will sign the contract upon notification by Mr. Schafstall that those changes have been made and accepted,” Mr. Ault seconded this motion. The motion carried and Commonwealth Engineers was selected as the consultant for the NPDES MS4 project Part C.

OTHER BUSINESS 

None
DEPARTMENT STATUS OF TASKS

Police Department

Chief Borges had no report.
Fire Department
Chief Herron reported that new turn out gear has been delivered and is now in use.
Street Department

Mr. Hughes reported that they are currently leasing a street sweeper due to the large amount of debris on the streets. 
Planning Department

Mr. Weir reported that the department budgeted and purchased two mid-sized GMAC trucks from Ray Skillman replacing two vehicles used by the department. Bids from local dealers had been solicited and re-solicited for competitive bids but ultimately the lowest bid was from Ray Skillman GMC.  The purchase included a trade-in of a Jeep VIN #1J4FJ68S3VL515770. The other vehicle replaced by this purchase, Jeep VIN #1J4FJ68S6VL511602 was transferred to the Department of Public Works. Mr. Weir requested that the Board endorse the purchase and the transfer. Mr. Hougland endorsed the receipt of two new pickup trucks, the trade in of one jeep, and the transfer of the other, seconded by Mr. Ault. The motion carried and the purchase and transfer was approved.  

Mr. Hougland asked for information about the old ice cream plant, a brick building on Jefferson Street which is considered an unsafe building due to the lack of a roof and adequate wall support.  Mr. Weir stated that the construction permit expires February 28th. Mr. Hougland said that he noticed bricks lying on the side of the building and Mr. Ault noted the absence of the safety barricades since the snow emergency.
Engineering

City Engineer Mike Buening provided the Board with a Memorandum dated January 25, 2005 summarizing status of all pending projects for the Board. 

Northpointe Commercial Subdivision Section: Mr. Buening recommended that the Board accept an extension to the LOC #DWD-102 from MainSource Bank for the project which has been submitted extending the maturity until March 5, 2005.  Mr. Ault made a motion seconded by Mr. Hougland to accept the letter of credit for Northpointe Commercial Subdivision. The motion carried. 
Mr. Buening reported that he has met with Franklin College representatives who have said that they want to have a ribbon cutting on Branigin Boulevard Sunday April 24, 2005 and they request that the City close access to Branigin Boulevard from Monroe Street and Grizzly Drive. The Board of Works members asked Mr. Buening to speak to Mayor Blankenship about this date.
WWTP 

Mr. Littleton reported that he has completed the required house count for the curbside trash collection billing according to the agreement with Best Way of Indiana. In 2004 there were 6600 households. Mr. Littleton stated that the number of households has increased by 200 since the last count. He recommended that the Board accept the new count of 6800 for billing purposes as of January 1, 2005.  Mr. Ault seconded by Mr. Hougland made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Public Works Superintendent and approve the increase.  This motion carried and was approved.
CITY ATTORNEY

Mr. Schafstall presented Resolution 05-02 of the Board of Works and Safety of the City of Franklin, Indiana – A Resolution Delegating Powers to the Clerk Treasurer Relative to the Internal Revenue Service.  A motion and a second were offered to read the resolution aloud by title only. Mr. Ault made a motion to approve, which was seconded by Mr. Hougland The motion carried and was approved.
The City Attorney also provided information concerning three tort claims filed against the City of Franklin. Two of the three were related to traffic accidents. The third was for damages resulting from a chuck hole located on Jefferson Street near Branigin Boulevard.
Public Comments

Mr. Hougland asked if anyone from the public wished to make a comment. No one asked to speak.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held on February 15, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Approved by the Board of Works: 


Norman P. Blankenship, Mayor 
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