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	 City of Franklin

COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES
	City Hall

55 W. Madison St.

Franklin, Indiana 46131

	Monday, August 13, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.

	Presiding Officer:
	Mayor Brenda Jones-Matthews

	
	

	Members Present:
	President Dr. William T. Murphy

	
	Mr. Joseph P. Abban

	
	Mr. Joseph R. Ault

	
	Mr. Kenneth W. Austin

	
	Mr. Phillip R. Barrow

	
	Mrs. Ann M. Gordon

	
	

	Absent:
	Mr. Jeffrey C. Eggers

	
	

	Also present:
	City Attorney Robert H. Schafstall & Clerk-Treasurer Janet P. Alexander

	
	

	News Media:
	A reporter from the Daily Journal Newspaper was present. 


Mayor Brenda Jones-Matthews opened the meeting and asked the Clerk-Treasurer, Janet P. Alexander, to call the roll. Council President, Dr. William T. Murphy, offered an invocation which was followed by a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mayor Jones-Matthews asked if anyone from the public wished to comment on any matter not listed on the agenda.  Johnson County Commissioner, Mitch Ripley, appeared on behalf of the Commissioners, to report on the status of the Animal Shelter’s efforts to replace and/or repair the incinerator, which recently caused a fire. Earlier this year, Commissioner Ripley told the Franklin City Council that when the County builds their new animal shelter facility on Commerce Drive, they plan to install a new “state of the art” incinerator. The County uses an incinerator to dispose of dead animals.  Due to the continuing necessity of disposing of animal carcasses, the Commissioners have researched many disposal options. One proposal presented by the manufacturer of the incinerator is to repair the existing equipment for $20,000. The other option is to purchase a new incinerator at a cost of $90,000.  Commissioner Ripley reported that the manufacturer stated in writing that a rebuilt incinerator will run as efficiently as a new unit and will be odor free.  The Mayor reminded the Council Members that prior to their approval of the variance for the new animal shelter site, the BZA heard the petition first and recommended that the Council approve the County’s variance request with the understanding that a new incinerator would be installed.  A discussion was held.  The consensus of the Council was to ask the Commissioners to speak with the BZA about this proposal and to ask the BZA to make a recommendation to the City Council.

Mayor Jones-Matthews congratulated Council President, Dr. William T. Murphy, for having received the Indiana Senior Spotlight Award. Lt. Governor Becky Skillman recently presented this award to Dr. Murphy in a ceremony held at the State House.
The Mayor informed the Council that the agenda for tonight’s meeting needs to be amended. She listed the ordinances introduced at the last meeting that were set for public hearing tonight. Those ordinances are:
· Budgetary Ordinance No. 07-04: An Ordinance Fixing the Annual Salaries and Providing Compensation for all Elected Officials of the City of Franklin, Indiana for Year 2008 and Providing for the Publication Thereof (Amended After Introduction 7-23-07) 

· Budgetary Ordinance 07-05: A Budgetary Ordinance Fixing the Salaries of Appointed Officers and Employees of the City of Franklin, Indiana for Year 2008 (Amended After Introduction 7-23-07) 
· Budgetary Ordinance 07-06: A Budgetary Ordinance Fixing and Authorizing the Payment of Certain Salaries of Appointed Officers and Employees of the City of Franklin, Indiana for Year 2008
· 2008 Municipal Operating Budget Ordinance No. 07-07:  An Ordinance for Appropriations and Tax Rates
A motion to amend the agenda under the heading of Public Hearings was made by Mr. Ault and seconded by Dr. Murphy. The motion carried.  
Following this action, Mayor Jones-Matthews explained that representatives from the Casting Technology Company were present, and she asked the Council to allow her to move the introduction of Resolution 07-08: A Resolution Granting Tax Abatement for Casting Technology Company and Resolution 07-09: A Resolution Creating an Economic Revitalization Area for Casting Technology Company , forward on the agenda. The Mayor explained that she did not want to require the Casting officials to sit through our budget hearing which might be lengthy.  Mr. Barrow, seconded by Dr. Murphy, made a motion to move the introductions of the named resolutions forward on the agenda.  The motion carried.


CONSENT AGENDA
Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Barrow, made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

· Minutes of the regular meeting held July 23, 2007.

The motion carried and the consent agenda was approved. 
NEW BUSINESS
Introduction of Resolution 07-08: A Resolution Granting Tax Abatement for Casting Technology Company

The Planning Director, Joseph Csikos, presented the proposed resolution granting a seven (7) year tax abatement for Casting Technology Company.  Mr. Craig Konatee, President and CEO of Casting Technology Company (CTC) appeared before the Council to explain the background of the company.  This resolution is scheduled for public hearing at the next meeting to be held on August 27, 2007.
Introduction of Resolution 07-09: A Resolution Creating an Economic Revitalization Area for Casting Technology Company

The Planning Director, Joseph Csikos, presented the proposed resolution creating an Economic 

Revitalization Area for Casting Technology Company.  This resolution is scheduled for public hearing at the next meeting to be held on August 27, 2007.

PUBLIC HEARING

Budgetary Ordinance 07-04: An Ordinance Fixing the Annual Salaries of Elected Officials

The Clerk-Treasurer, Janet P. Alexander, presented the proposed ordinance fixing the annual salaries of the elected officials of the City of Franklin for the 2008 calendar year.  Mayor Brenda Jones-Matthews asked if anyone from the public wished to comment on this matter.  No one requested to speak. The salaries of the City Council, Mayor and Clerk Treasurer increased 1.5%. The City Judge’s salary was raised by the Council to $30,000 from $22,764.  This ordinance is scheduled for adoption at the next meeting to be held on August 27, 2007.

Budgetary Ordinance 07-05: An Ordinance Fixing the Salaries of Appointed Officers and Employees of the City of Franklin

The Clerk-Treasurer, Janet P. Alexander, presented the proposed ordinance fixing the salaries of appointed officers and employees of the City of Franklin for the 2008 calendar year. All full time salaries were increased 3%.  Ms. Alexander also said that there was an error found on the proposed ordinance and that the salary of the City Engineer needs to be amended to read $80,719.00 and the salary of the Assistant Engineer should be amended to read $39,557.00.  
Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Barrow, made a motion to amend the salary of the City Engineer and Assistant Engineer as presented by the Clerk-Treasurer.  The motion carried.  The Council was polled and the votes cast were as follows:


Ayes – Abban, Ault, Austin, Barrow, Gordon, Murphy


Nays - 
Mr. Austin, seconded by Mr. Ault, made a motion to increase the salary of the Cemetery Sexton, Mark Webb to $40,000.00.  The motion carried.  The Council was polled and the votes cast were as follows:


Ayes – Abban, Ault, Austin, Gordon


Nays – Barrow, Murphy

Budgetary Ordinance 07-06: An Ordinance Fixing and Authorizing the Payment of Certain Salaries of Appointed Officers and Employees of the City of Franklin

The Clerk-Treasurer, Janet P. Alexander, presented the proposed ordinance fixing and authorizing the payment of certain salaries of appointed officers and employees of the Sewage Works for the 2008 calendar year.  All full time 2007 salaries were increased 3% for 2008. This ordinance is scheduled for adoption at the next meeting to be held on August 27, 2007.
Budgetary Ordinance 07-07: A Budgetary Ordinance for the 2008 Operating Budget
The Clerk-Treasurer, Janet P. Alexander, presented the proposed ordinance setting the budget for the 2008 calendar year.  This ordinance is scheduled for adoption at the next meeting to be held on August 27, 2007.  Copies of the budget ordinance, rate and levy worksheets and fund specific data worksheets were given to the Council for their consideration.
Council Member Ken Austin asked to discuss the topic of the transfer of approximately $300,000 a few years ago into the General Fund.  He asked the Council to consider returning these funds to the cemetery for future capital improvements such as the purchase of land for expansion.  A discussion was held but no action was taken.
Mr. Rene Olivo, a Franklin resident, asked to speak to the Council. Mr. Olivo pointed out that property taxes are increasing and he asked the members to consider the taxpayers and the impact of property taxation when they make budget decisions.  A discussion was held.  Mr. Ault outlined the budget process to the public.  

Council President, Dr. William T. Murphy, thanked the Mayor for the budget guidance that she has given to the Council.

NEW BUSINESS

Introduction of Budgetary Ordinance 07-08: An Ordinance Requesting an Additional Appropriation
The Street Commissioner, Richard Hughes, presented a proposed ordinance requesting an additional appropriation for the Motor Vehicle Highway fund for Capital Outlay, line item 201-1.00-400.00, in the amount of $5,500, for the purpose of purchasing a snow plow blade.  Mr. Hughes said that two of his vehicles were sold at Christy’s auction for $5,500 and he was requesting that those monies be returned to his budget to be used to purchase the snow plow.  The Clerk-Treasurer, Janet P. Alexander, reported that Mr. Hughes had $97,000 left in his 400 series budget, of which $47,000 is unencumbered.  The consensus of the Council was to have Mr. Hughes use the money currently appropriated in his 2007 budget for this purchase. Mr. Ault, seconded by Mr. Austin, made a motion to strike this item from the agenda.  The motion carried and the item was stricken.
Introduction of Ordinance 07-06: An Ordinance Regulating the Placement, Collection, and Disposal of Garbage, Trash, Refuse, Grass Clippings, White Goods, and Heavy Trash within the City of Franklin, Providing for Mandatory Curbside Recycling, and Providing Penalties for Violation of this Ordinance

The City Attorney, Robert H. Schafstall, presented the proposed ordinance regulating the placement of trash, establishing weekly trash collection and providing curbside recycling services as well as establishing penalties for failing to comply.  Mr. Schafstall mentioned that Section 5, A and B, was amended from 30 gallon bags to 33 gallon bags; and specified that heavy trash pick up would start on the first Monday of each month. He also stated that the decision to make changes would be left to the discretion of the Board of Works.  This ordinance is scheduled for public hearing at the next meeting to be held on August 27, 2007.

OTHER BUSINESS

Discussion of City Noise Ordinance 01-36

The Mayor told the Council Members that the Board of Public Works and Safety has had several requests this year for variances from the noise ordinance.  The Mayor mentioned that some residents are opposed to the Board of Works allowing exceptions. The Mayor asked the Council for direction on possible amendments to the noise ordinance.  A discussion was held.
ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to come before the Common Council, the meeting adjourned at

8:09 p.m.  The next meeting will be held August 27, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk Treasurer

Enrolled: August 20, 2007


Approved by Common Council: August 27, 2007
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