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Tree Advisory Committee
Franklin City Hall, Council Chambers
Thursday, March 20, 2025
5:00 p.m. Regular Meeting
Tree Advisory Committee present:  Richard Wertz, Meg Jones, Joanne Cummings, Dana Marietta

Tree Advisory Committee absent:  Lindsey Purcell, Kathy Thomas, Ryne Brutus
City Arborist present:  Jason Wilson

City Arborist absent:  Jim Farr
Staff present:  Chip Orner – Director, Brooke Willis – Business Services Director

1.
Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Richard Wertz @ 5:00pm.
2.
Announcements & Presentations

None
3.
Approval of Committee Meeting Minutes from January 16, 2025 meeting

Motion made by Joanne Cummings and seconded by Meg Jones to approve the January minutes.  The Board unanimously approved.
4.
Old Business

a. Review of City Tree Ordinance & Tree Care Manual
Jason advised that he and Jim had received the manual that has been partially completed by Lindsey Purcell.  Jason sent an email to the Board members with the partially done manual.  The Board will be voting on the manual at the next meeting, May 15th.   Once the manual is approved by the Board, it will go the City Council meeting to be approved.  Chip advised that it would take place in June or July for approval.   Jason raised concerns regarding the ordinance with permits, fees, and fines.  The Board members should take the revised manual home and highlight the sections that need to be taken out for the next meeting.  
5.
New Business

a. Preparation for April 26 Arbor Day event
Richard advised the Board members that Arbor Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 26th 10:00am @ the Urban Forest along with the Spring Vintage Festival.  Richard would like to see more promotion for Arbor Day.  Joanne created an Arbor Day flyer and sent it to Brooke to be posted. Chip advised the Board that Victoria posted the flyer on all social media sites 4 hours ago.
6.
Reports

a. City Arborist – Jim Farr and Jason Wilson, City Arborists
Jason reported that there was not much damage from the storms over the last few weeks.  He advised that a few Bradford trees were down at Franklin Lakes.   For the most part, they have been pretty lucky with storm damage.
7.  
Public Comments


None
8.
Advisory Committee Comments
Chip wanted to publicly thank Joanne for creating the Arbor Day flyer.  The Board is hoping for a good turnout and good weather.
9.
Adjournment
 
Richard Wertz adjourned the meeting.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if anyone wishes to attend the public meeting on the above referenced matter and needs reasonable accommodation in order to attend, hear, or speak at the public meeting, please contact Franklin Parks & Recreation Department, so accommodations can be made. Franklin Parks & Recreation Department can be contacted at 396 Branigin Blvd., Franklin, IN. 46131 (317) 736-3689 Fax (317) 736-6200.
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