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Park Board

Thursday, February 15, 2024
4:00 p.m. Regular Meeting
City Hall – Council Chambers
Park Board present:   President Debbie Gill, Dr. John Shafer, Michelle Graham, Michelle Stringer

Staff present:  Chip Orner – Director, Rocky Stultz – Asst. Director, Brooke Willis – Business 


Services Director

1.
Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Debbie Gill @ 4:00pm.
2.
Announcements & Public Comments

None
3.
Consent Agenda

a. Approval of meeting minutes from January 18, 2024
Motion made by Dr. John Shafer and seconded by Michelle Stringer to approve the minutes.  The Board unanimously approved.

b. Approval of February Claims

Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded by Michelle Stringer to approve the February claims.  The Board unanimously approved.


c. Approval of Human Resources Report
Chip advised the Board that we will have 22 lifeguards returning this summer.  Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded by Michelle Stringer to approve the Human Resources report.  The Board unanimously approved.

1. Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Chip advised the Board that 60 resumes were received.  There were 8 interviews, and then down to 3 finalists.  Victoria Ratliff has accepted the position.   Her start date is Monday, February 26, 2024.
2. Recreation / Events Coordinator 

There were 30 resumes received.  There were 9 interviews, then down to 2 finalists.  Chip will make an offer tomorrow.  
4.
Old Business

a. Franklin Active Adult Center project update
Chip advised the Board that the Active Adult Center construction should begin around April.  The Active Adult Center will be displaced to the Franklin Parks and Recreation Center.   Glenna Escher, who is the Active Adult Center supervisor, is wanting to rent out Turning Point Church a few days a week until summertime. The cost is $100 per month.  Once the daycare is closed at Turning Point, then the Active Adult Center members can begin going 4 days a week instead of coming over to Franklin Parks and Recreation Center.   Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded Dr. John Shafer to allow the Active Adult Center to rent out Turning Point Church for $100 per month.   The Board unanimously approved.

b. MyRec system update 
Chip advised the Board that MyRec has shown to be a success.   We continue to see an increase for online sales.
5.
New Business 

a. Eclipse Festival planning update 
This will be a 3-day event.  A concert will be held that Saturday, April 6th.  The beer/wine garden will be open on Saturday and Sunday.  There is a predicted 100,000-150,000 people to show up for the Eclipse.  


b. Ratify contract with Midwest Balloon Rides for Eclipse Festival

Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded by Michelle Stringer to approve the contract with Midwest Balloon Rides for the Eclipse Festival.   The Board unanimously approved.
6.
Reports

a. Department Reports


1. Kickapoo Camp Registration 


Camp was successfully filled within 20 minutes of going live.  

3. Summer Concert Series 

We are still in need of additional sponsorships.

b. Financial Reports


1. Athletic & Recreation Fund



2. Parks & Cemetery Appropriation / Fund Reports



Chip presented the Board with the most current financials.  
7.
Park Board Comments
Debbie Gill asked about the Collabarium.   They are looking at a June completion date.  The foundation still needs to be built.
8.
Adjournment
Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded by Michelle Stringer to adjourn the meeting.  The Board unanimously approved.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if anyone wishes to attend the public meeting on the above referenced matter and needs reasonable accommodation in order to attend, hear, or speak at the public meeting, please contact Franklin Parks & Recreation Department, so accommodations can be made. Franklin Parks & Recreation Department can be contacted at 396 Branigin Blvd., Franklin, IN. 46131 (317) 736-3689 Fax (317) 736-6200.
Next Meeting:  Thursday, March 21, 2024
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