
REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONPRIVATE 
City of Franklin, Indiana 

MINUTES OF MEETING

Date and Time:
Thursday, December 15, 2011 at 8:00 a.m.

Place of Meeting:
Common Council Chambers




Franklin City Hall




70 East Monroe Street

Franklin IN  46131

1. Call to Order:  The regular meeting was called to order at approximately 8:00 a.m.

Roll Call:
a) Members of the  Redevelopment Commission:

i) Larry Koenes;
ii) B.J. Deppe; 

iii) Ted Grossnickle;

iv) Bob Heuchan;

v) Trent McWilliams;
vi) Danny Vaught, Franklin Community School Corporation Representative
2. Minutes: 
a) Larry Koenes presented proposed minutes from the November 22, 2011 special meeting. Mr. Grossnickle, seconded by Mr. McWilliams, made a motion to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved as presented. Mr. Deppe abstained.
3. Old business: 
a) International Drive Drainage Project: Mayor Paris appeared before the Commission to provide an update. He explained that the easement has been received to continue the work on the project. He explained that the work should be completed within the next month.  
b) Gateway, Greenways, and Redevelopment Trail and Sidewalk Projects and TIGER III Grant – Update: Ken Remenschneider appeared before the Commission to provide an update. He explained that they have had a meeting to review the project yesterday. He also explained there will be an acquisition proposal in the first quarter of 2012 for the first phase of the project. Mr. Remenschneider explained that the TIGER III Grant application was submitted and they have met with Senator Lugar regarding the project. It is anticipated that the final decision will be made toward the end of February, 2012. 
c) Franklin Development Corporation Project: Franklin Development Corporation (FDC) Chief Executive Officer, Craig Wells, appeared before the Commission to provide updates, including grant updates. The OCRA grant has been completed, with the final report being submitted at the end of December. 
He explained that work on the marketing campaign continues, and should launch in first quarter 2012. He explained that the community event on November 30, 2011 was well attended. The strategic plan is being implemented. 
d) Transfer of City Properties – Closing: President Larry Koenes explained that the properties have insurance coverage and the paperwork has been completed. Mr. Koenes will sign the documents today and the documents will be recorded. 
4. New Business:

a) Tippmann Realty Partners – Resolution 11-22: Additional Appropriation for Tippmann Realty Partners ($400,500) and Economic Development Agreement: Legal Counsel, Robert H. Schafstall, presented Resolution 11-22, an additional appropriation for the Tippmann Group Project in the amount of $400,500. Larry Koenes opened the public hearing for the resolution. Mayor Fred Paris appeared before the Commission to speak in favor of the project. The public hearing was closed. Mr. McWilliams, seconded by Mr. Grossnickle, made a motion to approve Resolution 11-22 and the associated Economic Development Agreement. The motion carried and the resolution and agreement were approved and signed.
b) Discover Downtown Franklin Presentation: Megan Sweaney, Director of Discover Downtown Franklin appeared before the Commission to provide an update on the work completed in 2011 and the goals for 2012. 
5. Other business: 

a) Member Comments – Larry Koenes introduced Don Treibec to speak regarding the Johnson County Public Library (JCPL) site selection of the Oren Wright Property and the old Franklin Engineering Property (151 W. Jefferson Street). Mr. Don Treibec appeared before the Commission to present an unsigned copy of the purchase agreement subject to several stipulations, including the passage of public referendum to allow the construction of the new library (within 2 years), necessary right-of-ways, and any environmental requirements. He explained that the agreement includes $3.5M in funding from RDC and JCPL will be responsible for supplying the necessary parking spaces for the County. Mr. Grossnickle, seconded by Mr. McWilliams, made a motion to approve the purchase agreement for the Oren Wright Property and Franklin Engineering Property, subject to legal counsel approval of the agreement. The motion carried 4-0, with Mr. Deppe abstaining. Larry Koenes provided an update on the discussions regarding the Red Carpet Inn Demolition and explained that the Planning Department is taking the necessary steps toward demolition. A fence has been installed to secure the property. The request for qualifications for demolition companies is due January 5, 2012.
b) Department Comments – None 
c) Other Comments – Franklin resident Joe Class appeared before the Commission to provide an update on the research he has completed on the local vacant properties. 

d) Mayor Comments – Mayor Paris appeared before the Commission to express concerns regarding the Johnson County Public Library project, including a sunset clause and review of final plans to determine if all the property is needed for the building. Larry Koenes explained that the agreement includes a time limit of two years in regard to the approval of the referendum. He thanked the Commission for the opportunity to work together over the past four (4) years and that the work that has started has changed the City of Franklin. He offered that he has provided information and offers to the Mayor-Elect regarding two (2) potential new businesses, in which he is hopeful that these new businesses will be pursued. 
e) Public Comments – Franklin resident Gary Moody appeared before the Commission to explain that he has filed a law suit to quash the exchange of properties between the Board of Public Works and Safety and the RDC. 
6. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at approximately ____ a.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for January 19, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.   
Approved this 19th day of January, 2012. 

City of Franklin, Indiana Redevelopment Commission:
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