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Plan Commission Staff Report 

To: Plan Commission Members 

From: Travis Underhill, PE & Joanna Myers, Senior Planner 

Date: April 14, 2015 
Re: Case PC 2015-09 (SPR): GMI Parking Addition 

REQUEST: 
Case PC 2015-09 (SPR)…GMI Parking Addition (waiver).  A request for approval of waiver request from 
all drainage requirements.  The subject property is located at 550 International Drive and is located in the 
Industrial: General (IG) zoning district. 
 
ZONING: 

Surrounding Zoning:     Surrounding Land Use: 

North: IG (Industrial: General)    North: Industrial 
South: IG (Industrial: General)    South: Napa 
East: IG (Industrial: General)    East: GMI Corporation 
West: IG (Industrial: General)    West: Industrial/Retail 

 
CONSIDERATIONS: 

1. GMI Corporation is proposing to construct a 129 space parking lot on Lot 3 of R.S. Bacon Veneer 
Subdivision. Their existing business is located immediately to the east of the subject property at 700 
International Drive.  The subject site is currently a vacant parcel. 
 

2. The site plan was reviewed by the Technical Review Committee on April 2, 2015 and forwarded to 
the Plan Commission for review of the waiver request.   
 

3. A revised site plan was submitted by the petitioner on April 10, 2015 (attached) and appears that all 
comments have been met. 
 

4. The attached Drainage Summary (Pg 1) provides a detailed description of the existing and proposed 
conditions. 
 

WAIVER REQUESTS: 

1. Article 6.19: Drainage Requirements of the Subdivision Control Ordinance outlines the requirements 
that need to be met.   

a. Staff Comment – Based on existing conditions that don’t provide for adequate positive 
drainage from existing structures in the event of an overflow, it appears to be an unreasonable 
burden to require stormwater detention/retention for this project.  Regardless of what was to 
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be constructed on this site, the same existing conditions would not allow for reasonable use of 
the property if current standards and regulations be adhered.  Given these circumstances, staff 
believes this request to be reasonable and is supportive. 
 

CRITERIA FOR DECISIONS (WAIVER REQUEST): 

In taking action on waiver requests, the Plan Commission shall use the decision criteria outlined in Article 
2.4(B) of the City of Franklin Subdivision Control Ordinance.   

1. PublicWelfare: The granting of the waiver will not be detrimental to the public safety, health, 
and/or welfare; 

2. Adjacent Property: The granting of the waiver will not be injurious to the reasonable use and 
development of other property; 

3. Unique Conditions: The conditions upon which the request for the waiver is based are unique to 
the property for which it is sought and are not applicable generally to other property; 

4. Physical Conditions: Because of the particular physical surroundings, shape, or topographical 
conditions of the specific property involved a hardship to the owner would result if the strict letter 
of these regulations were carried out; and 

5. Comprehensive Plan: The waiver will not contradict the intent of the City of Franklin 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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