BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY (Form B-01-2012)
Agenda Request Form

Organizations and individuals are asked to submit a request form and supporting documents to
be placed on the agenda. You will be contacted by the City confirming the date of the meeting in
which your request will be heard. Please make sure that your contact information is accurate in
case we need fo get in touch with you. The Board of Works meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of
each month at 5:00 p.m. in City Hall located at 70 E. Monroe Streef.
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In order for an individual and/or agency to be considered for new business on the Beard of Works
agenda, this reservation form and supporting documents must be received in the Mayor’s office no
later than 4:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before the meeting.



This proposed inscription for the blank side of the Martin Place monument has been sized to #
correspond with the inscription on the other face.

BLIZZARD PARK

THIS PARK HONORS
AUSTIN A. BLIZZARD,
WHO FOUNDED THE
CITY’S FIRST PARK
IN 1912 (KNOWN
BRIEFLY IN THE

1913 FLOOD AS
BLIZZARID’S FOLLY).
THE FLAGPOLE AND
PLANTINGS WERE
GIVEN BY FAMILY
AND FRIENDS TO
HONOR NATHAN
ADAMS, 20, KILLED
IN A 1995 ACCIDENT.
TRIBUTE ALSO GOES
TO NEIGHBORS WHO
HAVE TENDED THIS
GREEN SPOT AMID

THE CITY’S STREETS.



Johnson County

Museum of History #
135 North Main Street (317) 346-4500
Franklin, Indiana 46131 Fax: (317) 736-5451

www.johnsoncountymuseum.org

November 20, 2014

Dear Board Members,

This is to inform you of the Johnson County Historical Museum’s strong support and sponsorship for the ac-
companying proposal to officially name the triangular “green space” at the intersection of North Main Street,
Graham Road, and Martin Place as Blizzard Park (or alternatively Blizzard Point). We believe it was actually
named Blizzard Park at one time, but records for this have not been found. City action would reinstate the

name officially.

Those who designed the plaque for the new Martin Place monument on the point did an excellent job of com-
memorating that part of the area’s history, but three elements of important local (and human) history are in
danger of being lost. These are the connection with Austin A. Blizzard, the founder of the Franklin park sys-
tem; the commemorative flagpole and plantings donated by the family of the late Nathan Keith Adams; and a
long history of care for the tiny park by residents of the area. This care will continue whatever the decision on

this proposal.

The proposal is to list these three elements on a plaque that would occupy the currently blank side of the Mar-
tin Place monument. The text that has been written to accompany this proposal has been sized and styled to be
similar to the Martin Place plaque.

We believe this is an appropriate and inexpensive way to preserve some elements of local history that were in
danger of being lost. These have now been extensively researched for an article in the museum’s Nostalgia
News magazine, so that future students of local history will be able to find the complete story of A.A.Blizzard,
Nathan Keith Adams, and the neighborhood volunteers.

My sincere thanks for your consideration of this proposal.
g

Py

Cartie Birge
Director, Johnson County Museum of History



\‘)\ A o North Mam Street renovatlon project

“ OUR PQINT

Renammg a trlang!e of land at Ma_ln Street end Graha_i

As part Gf the Narth Mam Street r
' beautj,f:catmn project; Franklin:

triangle of land where il
Street. :

eneompass,
_,'the c1ty ‘;_ resto

The park was named for. Austm A. thzard the‘i‘ather
of Franklin parks. Blizzard-was secretary of Mutual '
Bilding and Loan Association; now Mutual Savings
Banﬁlﬂ; His father, Silas Blizzard, had served 45 mayor of -

ing land for..a'park When eniough meney was
enmidated, hearranged to buy Jand near the pio-
niear cemetery south of East Monroe Street. The land
stretched from the etirrent entrance fo Province Park te
the point where Hurricane and Youngs creeks theet.: :
. 'This was Franklin’s first park, but Blizzard’s work Was §
never formally acknowledged. Informal cregit came n
the form of the poeket park that came to bear his name-
The park has beeh cared for over the years by resi--
-dents-of nearby Martm Place w1thout credlt and' wrthout
ity help.-
The site has anether p1ece= of Iustory - danger of bemg-i?f
Tost: After Nathan ‘Adams:died in a traffic accidentin =~
1995, his parents, Jack and Sandy Adams of Whiteland, -
wanted to create a memorial; As Nathan. Adams was
always interested in reforestation, hxs parents decxded to
honor him by planting trees. g
.In:conversations with the Franklm Tree Beard, the
. couple decided o plant trees and erect a flagpole in
the triangle known as Blizzard Park. Family members
helped landscape and care for the site over the years. '~
-~ But when the ¢ity rebuilt Main Street; the park was .
destroyed The family was not consulted And another
- piece of history was' Tost;: :

However, there's a blank side to the pzllar on the .
rebuilt tnangle ‘This would be an ideal spot for a plaque
honoring both: Blizzard and Nathan Adams. Officially re- -
naming the site Blizzard Park would guarantee that the”
father of the local park system won’t be. forgotten S

" The North Main Street project promises to give the city
an attractive gateway. With some simple steps, the his-: ..
tory of one part. of the area can. he preserved R
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