USE OF FORCE

CHAPTER SEVEN

PURPOSE:  To impress upon the Officers of the Franklin Police Department the grave responsibilities they bear and accountability they owe the public and themselves in matters of USE OF FORCE.

SECTION I – FORCE REQUIRED

1. At times, officers are faced with events in which effective control is required to affect arrests, protect property, public safety and even themselves.  Attempts will be made to achieve control through advice, warnings or persuasion.  However, when resistance to police action or a threat of life is encountered and reasonable alternatives have been exhausted or would be ineffective, appropriate, and reasonable force may be used.  In all situations in which deadly force is used, a thorough investigation shall be conducted.

2. Necessary use of force utilized by a police officer in effecting an arrest, self-defense, or protecting life or property will be considered justified provided each of the following is present, given the special circumstances at hand: 

a. The officer is acting officially as a police officer within the boundaries of his/her legal authority and has properly identified him/herself as a police officer. 

b. The means and level of force employed are not excessive, unreasonable or unnecessary under the circumstances.
c. The officer has no acceptable alternative available to him/her considering his/her sworn obligation not to retreat from his/her official and lawful duties and his/her individual right to self protection or the protection of others.
d. The officer has complied with conventional department training and SOPs.
SECTION II – DEADLY FORCE

IIa.
JUSTIFICATION

1. Officers of this Department SHALL exhaust every reasonable means before resorting to the use of deadly force.

2. Deadly force SHALL NEVER be used based on mere suspicion of violations of law or public safety issues.  The safety of the public and fellow officers must always be considered.

3. Deadly force by any means is justified only if the officer reasonably believes that force is necessary:

a. To prevent serious bodily injury to him/herself or a third person or the commission of a forcible felony.

b. To affect an arrest for a felony and the force employed creates no substantial risk of injury to innocent persons, and the officer believes that the crime for which the arrest is made involved conduct including the use of or threatened use of deadly force or serious bodily injury.

c. There is a substantial risk that the person whose arrest is sought will cause death or serious bodily harm if his/her apprehension is delayed.
SECTION III – REPORTING USE OF FORCE

IIIa.
WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION

1. A detailed written report will be completed by the OFFICER IN CHARGE of the SHIFT OR DETAIL at the time of the incident and forwarded to the Chief of Police in all cases of use of force resulting in:

a. A firearm discharged outside supervised training.

b. When use of force results in death or injury which requires professional medical treatment, or for which treatment would be deemed necessary by a reasonable person but refused at the time.

c. When any authorized weapon or non-authorized object is used on a person causing injury by an officer in the course of duty.

d. When requested by the officer involved in ANY use of force incident.

e. When the affected person makes a timely complaint that a serious or noticeable injury has been inflicted by an officer.

2. The narrative shall, at a minimum, detail the events leading up to the use of force and an explanation of the kind of force used, why, and the extent of any injuries sustained.

3. This report shall be in memorandum format and independent of the standard police report.

4. Photographic documentation shall be established, if possible, and attached to the USE OF FORCE REPORT.

IIIb.
NOTIFICATION OF SUPERVISION AND DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATORS

1. The OFFICER IN CHARGE of the SHIFT OR DETAIL at the time of the incident shall be called to the scene of, or confer with the officer(s) involved, in any incident resulting in use of force as noted in IIIa, 1-a,b,c,d and e, and take charge of the reporting process as soon as possible.

2. In all incidents of use of force that result in serious injury or death, the OFFICER IN CHARGE SHALL RESPOND to the scene as soon as possible and inform the Deputy Chief and or Chief at once.

3. The OFFICER IN CHARGE may summon any other personnel needed.

SECTION IV – REVIEW AND INVESTIGATION OF USE OF FORCE REPORTS

IVa.
REVIEW

1. The Board of Works contends that improper use of force, in all its forms, could have serious community and department implications.  Thus, it is in the best interest of all 
that such incidents be reviewed by the Chief of Police or designee.  The intent of the review should be to:

a. Determine training and equipment needs.

b. Reduce speculation and rumor.

c. Determine if any regulations, policy or laws were violated.

d. Instill a strong sense of accountability and professionalism in our officers.

2. All reports on use of force shall be retained as prescribed by state law.
IVb.
INVESTIGATION

1. The Chief of Police shall initiate administrative or criminal investigations, where proper cause can be shown, as a result of a use of force report review.

SECTION V – DISCHARGE AND EXHIBITING OF FIREARMS

Officers are allowed to discharge or exhibit firearms while on duty only under circumstances which would cause the officer to reasonably believe that the use of the firearm may become necessary.  All duty related accidental and intentional discharges shall be reported to the Chief of Police.  All officers of the department are subject to this section regardless of rank, position or assignment.

Va.
DISCHARGE (SEE DEADLY FORCE)

1. Officers shall identify themselves and state their intent to shoot, when feasible.

2. Officers, under extreme circumstances and with the consent of the OFFICER IN CHARGE, may destroy an animal that represents a threat to public safety.

3. Except in the most extreme life threatening circumstances, officers should shoot for center body mass.

4. Officers are PROHIBITED from discharging their weapon as follows:

a. Firing into crowds.

b. From a moving vehicle.

c. At a moving vehicle or its occupants, except in cases of extreme emergency, such as if it appears likely that the officer or an innocent person may be injured.

d. As a warning shot.

e. Into any structure unless the person (target) is visible and constitutes a clear and present threat to the life or well-being of another person.

f. When it appears likely that an innocent person may be injured.

Vb.
EXHIBITING

1. A drawn weapon represents a potential danger to all.  Flaunting or unnecessary exhibiting of a firearm is PROHIBITED.

2. When exhibited for training or inspection, firearms will be unloaded.

3. When exhibited for potential use under conditions of law enforcement necessity, officers should never voluntarily surrender their firearm to criminal elements, except as the officers own sense of morality and conscience dictates.
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